Stick  to  cold?  Check  out  the  action  at  Mission  Playground.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


CULTURAL  CENTER 
SURVIVES  THE  CHAOS 


SMASHUP  ON 
VALENCIA  STREET 


by  Bob  Parks 

T he  dust  is  starting  to  rise  up  off  the 
hardwood  floors  of  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center  for  Latino  Arts.  You  can  see  it  in 
the  afternoon  sun.  Carlos  Aceituno’s  stu- 
dents are  practicing  Capoeira,  a Brazilian 
art  form  that’s  a mixture  of  dance  and 
martial  arts.  All  six  young  students  this 
afternoon  wearmatching  t-shirts,  im- 
printed with  the  name  of  their  group,  Kin- 
tuari.  The  point  of  today’s  lesson  seems 
to  be  "look  where  you  leap,"  and  the  stu- 
dents practice  cartwheels  and  the  proper 
way  to  come  up  from  the  floor.  As  his 
students  gather  around  him,  Aceituno  is 
anxious  to  tell  them  about  the  free 
Capoeira  classes  offered  this  summer  at 
MCCLA,  tentatively  scheduled  for  Wed- 
nesday and  Friday  mornings  in  July.  Class 
Dismissed. 

But  one  student,  Alejandro,  still  looks 
troubled.  "How  come  we  got  kicked  out 
of  here?"  There  are  lingering  reminders 
that  not  everything  is  back  to  normal  at 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  While  many 
teachers  are  working  in  the  Center  again, 
others  have  chosen  to  not  return. 

"We’re  here  now,"  Aceituno  responds 
gently  to  his  student. 

"Nooooo.  I mean  last  week." 

Carlos  takes  a deep  breath,  begins 
slowly,  trying  to  explain  something  that 
most  of  us  adults  don’t  fully  understand. 
"The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  owned  by 
the  City  and  in  order  to  run  it  there’s  a 
board  of  directors.  There  was  a problem 
with  two  of  the  people  who  work  in  the 
Center  and  because  of  that  problem,  the 
board  locked  the  doors.  The  board  of 
directors  is  supposed  to  represent  the 
Center,  but  I decided  not  to  teach  be- 
cause, to  me,  the  board  didn’t  act  respon- 
sibly. 

"Now  they’re  going  to  admit  five 
new  members  and  I thought,  since  they’re 
trying,  that  we  should  come  back.  Now  we 
are  back."  Just  four  months  ago,  the 


Mission  Cultural  Center  celebrated  a day 
called  "Encuentros,"  which  recognized 
the  joining  of  the  Center  with  La  Raza 
Graphics.  Since  the  board  of  directors 
conducted  a controversial  and  messy 
firing  of  two  staff  members  at  the  end  of 
May,  the  atmosphere  is  far  from  normal. 
The  recent,  more  tentative,  steps  of  the 
new  organization  are  a long  way  off  from 
that  triumphant  day,  but  many  teachers 
and  students  who  rely  on  the  Center,  such 
as  Carlos  Aceituno,  are  optimistic  about 
the  future  of  its  operation.  "I  do  want  to 
teach  here.  I like  it  here,"  said  Aceituno. 
"But  I want  everything  to  be  more  stable." 

The  board  fired  Bob  Carrillo,  the 
Center’s  former  Executive  Director,  and 
Alicia  Rodriquez,  the  Administrative 
Manager.  If  this  major  personnel  change 
weren’t  confusing  enough  for  the  people 
working  in  the  Center,  the  board’s  action 
that  day  was  accompanied  by  the 
presence  of  first  one,  then  as  many  as  eight 
police.  After  the  incident,  several  mem- 
bers of  the  community  called  open  meet- 
ings, where  people  spoke  with  anger 
about  so  many  blue  uniforms  besieging 
the  Center  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

Many  at  these  meetings  were  well 
aware  that  the  board  of  directors  called 
thepolice  and  locked  the  Center. 

A community  meeting  was  held 
June  3,  the  Saturday  following  the  inci- 
dent, as  well  as  on  June  6,  June  13,  and 
June  17  (this  last  meeting  was  attended  by 
all  10  members  of  the  board).  In  these 
meetings,  several  people  expressed  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  limited  public  apol- 
ogy from  the  board.  Almost  a footnote  at 
the  end  of  an  open  letter  to  the  com- 
munity, the  official  apology  ran  as  follows: 
"Lastly,  we  apologize  for  any  discomfort 
or  concern  this  pivotal  process  my  have 
caused  the  people  we  honorably  serve." 

"What  the  board  did  was  a humiliation 
against  the  community.  Anyone  who  does 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FIVE 


Radio  Valencia,  a popular  Mission 
hangout,  was  seriously  damaged  when  a 
fire  truck  crashed  through  its  front  wall 
after  hitting  another  fire  truck.  Coming  to 
a rest  half  in  and  half  out  of  the  restaurant, 
the  truck  demolished  walls  on  two  sides  of 
the  building  and  created  a gaping  hole  in 
the  floor.  Fortunately  Radio  Valencia 
was  not  busy  at  the  time,  with  only  five 
customers  and  three  employees  inside 
when  the  accident  occurred. 

One  customer  was  slightly  injured, 
suffering  cuts  and  abrasions.  "It  was  in- 
sane, just  total  chaos,"  said  Brent  Coffin  a 
cook  at  Radio  Valencia,  "It’s  just  lucky 


more  people  weren’t  hurt."  Eight  fire 
fighters  were  sent  to  the  hospital.  Five 
were  treated  and  released,  three*  were 
held  overnight  and  at  press  time  listed  in 
satisfactory  condition. 

The  collision  occurred  at  5:36  p.m., 
Wednesday,  June  28,  and  shut  down 
Valencia  St.  between  22nd  and  23rd  Sts. 
for  over  three  hours.  Two  fire  trucks, 
responding  to  different  calls,  smashed 
into  one  another  when  they  entered  the 
intersection  at  the  same  time,  sending  one 
careening  into  the  Radio  Valencia. 

Kurt  Bier 
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VALENCIA 
CREPES  & COFFEE 


NOW  OPEN  FOR 
. BREAKFAST 
. LUNCH 
. DINNER 

GRAND  OPENING  SPECIAL 
20%  OFF  JULY  3RD  - 10TH 

1007  1\2  VALENCIA  ST.  @21STST. 

OPEN  SUN-THUR  7AM  TO  10PM 
FRI  & SAT  7AM  TO  2AM 

TEL:  550-2339 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

SI 7,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  $ 1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an 
84-month  term,  monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Dank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area: 


415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


(E) 


RANK  OF  CnNTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 


We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices, 
current  rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice 

UW» 

LENDER 


MEXICAN  FOOD  FAST  & FRESH 

OPEN  HERE  and  NOW  7:30  AM 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
ABSOLUTELY  MEXICAN 

Taqueria 
El  Balazito 

CORNER  OF  MARIN  AND  BAYSHORE 
AT  THE  CARWASH  NEAR  ARMY 


ABSOLUTELY 

FRESH! 


MEXICAN  FOOD  FAST  & FRESH 

Burrito $2.95 

MiniTaco $0.95 

Tacos $1.60 

Steak  Sandwich $2.95 

MEXICAN  SEAFOOD 

Burrito  Vallarta $4.25 

Grilled  Fish  Taco $1.65 

Tostada  de  Ceviche $1.65 

VEGETARIAN  MEALS 

Bob’s  Burrito $2.95 

Taco  de  Nopales $1.50 

FRESH  FRUIT  DRINKS 

OTHER  BALAZO 

400  Market  Place 
San  Ramon,  CA 
Ph:  328-0510  FAX:  328-0516 


Super  Burrito! 

With  Purchase  of  1 Super  Burrito 

Only  $3.95 

Not  Valid  with  Other  Otters  * With  Coupon 
^ Expires  9/30/95  J 


LOCATIONS 

1654  Haight  St.  (at  Belvedere) 
San  Francisco,  CA 
Ph:  864-8608 


SANDOVAL  COIN  LAUNDRIES 

DRY  CLEANING 

THE  MISSION’S  BEST  LAUNDRY 


2267  MISSION  ST. 

3343  18TH  ST. 

BTWN.  19TH  & 18TH 

@ CAPP 

642-0155 

282-9294 

WASH  AND  FOLD 


Personal  Service  on  Duty. 
8am  to  8pm 
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T'he  call  used  heart  is  like  a con- 
tagious disease.  It  has  a slow,  corroding 
effect.  It  tires  and  torments  you.  It  taxes 
your  loved  ones.  And  it  indiscriminately 
eats  away  at  a community  from  countless 
starting  points. 

And  though  the  best  medicine  is 
probably  preventive,  in  this  case  — what 
exactly  does  that  mean?  It  worries  me 
that  I’ve  grown  accustomed,  while  walk- 
ing to  work  each  morning,  to  mindlessly 
passing  by  12  or  so  people  asleep  in  the 
doorways  and  stoops  along  Valencia 
Street.  It  worries  me  more  that  I am 
among  the  majority  who  can  witness  such 
heavy  tragedy,  day  after  day  after  day,  and 
then  — not  even  stop  to  think  about  it. 

Some  of  the  weight  is  lifted  by  sharing 
the  load.  For  me,  it  helps  to  work  with  a 
group  of  individuals  who  are  committed 
to  pursuing  solutions,  to  plodding  for- 
ward in  good  faith  so  as  to  cultivate  our 
neighborhood’s  strengths  and  overcome 
its  weaknesses.  The  work  may  be  slow 
and  tedious;  but,  the  end  results  are  worth 
the  struggle. 

CRIMES  OF  THE  HEART 

On  June  20th,  two  individuals  I work 
with  at  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  (MHDC)  each  received  a 
vicious  letter  in  the  mail.  The  letters  were 
foul,  threatening,  racist,  anti-Semitic, 
homophobic  and  violent.  Quite  simply, 


my  friends  were  victims  of  hate  mail. 

Nick  Levinson,  who’s  been  the  project 
manager  and  key  spokesperson  for  the 
development  of  a 30- unit  family  housing 
community  at  21st  and  South  Van  Ness, 
was  the  first  to  receive  a letter.  His  was 
mailed  to  MHDC  directly,  and  it  read: 
"Mr.  Putzo,  Grease  your  cheeks  and  get 
ready,  you  little  kike  bastard.  Here  comes 
the  community  to  jam  another  one  up 
your  asshole."  It  was  signed,  "ha,  ha,  ha, 
the  good  people  of  the  Mission." 

The  South  Van  Ness  building,  which 
will  be  developed  on  a lot  that  is  now 
occupied  by  a burnt-out  commercial 
structure,  will  set  aside  ten  units  for 
families  with  one  or  more  members  who 
have  HIV/AIDS.  The  proposal  met  much 
opposition  when  it  was  first  conceived. 
It’s  hard  to  avoid  divisive  arguments  when 
issues  so  passionately  move  people. 
Since  the  first  difficult  community  gather- 
ing on  the  subject  last  August,  there  have 
been  two  public  hearings,  three  mediation 
sessions  and  several  meetings  with  block 
clubs.  These  dialogues  improved  the  un- 
derstanding between  the  neighbors 
originally  opposed  and  MHDC.  Several 
compromises  have  been  made  on  both 
sides,  and  the  project  is  moving  forward. 

"We  met  a lot  of  concerned  neighbors 
in  the  last  year,"  Levinson  explains.  "It’s 
been  gratifying  to  go  through  an  honest 
problem-  solving  process  — but  you  can 
only  address  the  concerns  of  people  who 
are  willing  to  be  open-minded  and 


reasonable...  We’ve  encountered  many 
such  people,  but  also  several  who  have 
purposefully  misrepresented  our 
proposals  and  acted  irresponsibly  in 
public  and  private  forums.  Whether  or 
not  one  of  these  people  wrote  the  letters, 
I do  believe  that  the  nasty  rhetoric  and 
behavior  of  a few  planted  the  seeds  for  this 
cowardly,  pathetic  action." 

Daniel  Hernandez,  MHDC’s  Execu- 
tive Director  received  his  letter  at  home: 
"Buenas  Dias  Pendejito,  Spread  those 
cute  cheeks  of  yours...  The  Community 
has  something  real  special  to  shove  up 
your  asshole.  You  fuck  with  the  Mission 
we  fuck  with  you."  Again,  the  note  was 
attributed  anonymously  to  "the  good 
people  of  the  Mission." 

PHANTOM  CONSTITUENCY 

There  are  a lot  of  ironies  behind  such 
a personal  assault.  For  starters,  that  sig- 
nature "the  good  people  of  the  Mission." 
There’s  some  interesting  history  here: 
When  staff  of  MHDC  are  out  in  public, 
say  before  the  Planning  Commission  or 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  we  talk  about 
the  dire  need  for  affordable  housing.  In 
what  has  once  again  been  listed  as  the 
country’s  least  affordable  city,  the  Mis- 
sion is  a low-income  neighborhood,  with 
the  median  income  being  less  than  60%  of 
the  citywide  median. 

Like  other  nonprofit  organizations, 
when  MHDC  builds  or  renovates  quality 
housing,  we  are  overwhelmed  with  the 
volume  of  applicants.  For  Plaza  del  Sol 
Apartments,  MHDC’s  newest  building  at 
440  Valencia,  thousands  of  people  filled 
out  applications  for  just  59  apartments. 
There  isn’t  an  MHDC  building  that  isn’t 
burdened  with  a long  waiting  list.  The 
majority  of  people  on  the  waiting  lists  are 
low-income  Mission  District  residents, 
such  as  our  friends  and  neighbors,  who 
pay  more  than  half  of  their  incomes  to  live 
in  buildings  confirmed  to  be  substandard. 

Some  of  the  individuals  most  opposed 
to  the  work  of  organizations  likes  MHDC 
seem  to  dispute  the  needs  described 
above.  The  term  "phantom  constituency" 
was  coined  by  certain  opponents  to 


describe  their  assessment  of  who  MHDC 
serves.  Nobody  realized  how  desperate  a 
term  this  was  until  earlier  this  Spring, 
when  MHDC  received  a slanderous  let- 
ter on  Inner  Mission  Neighbors  (IMN) 
stationary,  which  was  later  discovered  to 
be  a forgery.  (The  Chair  of  that  group  sent 
an  apology  letter  dis-associating  the  IMN 
from  the  malevolent  message.) 

"I  think  that  these  are  simply  angry 
people  that  are  exaggerating  our  power 
and  influence  for  political  purpose,"  com- 
mented Daniel  Hernandez.  "We’re  a 
small  staff  using  scarce  resources  to  do 
our  share  in  preserving  and  strengthen- 
ing the  integrity  of  this  neighborhood.  We 
create  decent,  supportive  communities, 
one  building  at  a time.  However,  there’s 
a handful  of  individuals  who  blindly  hate 
everything  we’re  about.  They  refuse  to 
become  part  of  the  solution  and  instead 
hide  racism  and  classism  behind  phony 
talk  of  caring  about  the  community.  It’s 
interesting  that  these  solitary  people, 
renowned  for  their  hostile  and  abrasive 
styles,  need  to  contrive  a collective  ’good 
people  of  the  Mission’  thing  in  a desperate 
attempt  to  legitimize  their  hatred." 

APATHY  CAN’T  SPLIT  ATOMS 

When  complaining  about  the 
problems  caused  by  homelessness,  the 
lack  of  affordable  housing  and  other  so- 
cial ills,  many  people  tend  to  blame  the 
bureaucrats,  or  bemoan  the  apathetic 
masses.  But  the  truth  is  that  apathy  can’t 
split  atoms.  It  is  often  the  most  passionate 
who  perpetrate  the  worst  crimes. 

And  just  as  call  used  hearts  are  con- 
tagious, hateful  words  are  poisonous. 
Perhaps  the  only  preventive  medicine  for 
both  these  heavy  conditions  is  to  proceed 
in  good  faith,  hold  each  other  account- 
able, and  work  a little  harder  figuring  out 
how  to  lighten  the  load. 


WELCOME  TO  THE  NEW 
COLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT 

AT  THE 
ANDORA  INN 

LUNCH  & DINNER  LODGING 
AFFORDABLE  PRICES  UNIQUE  ATMOSPHERE 

BEER  & WINE 

2434  MISSION  BTWN  20TH  & 21ST  STREETS 

TEL:  282-2447 
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mission  broadsider 

— - — - - - 

by  andy  solow 


WHILE  THE 
DA  PLAYS, 
CRIME  PAYS 

In  May,  I wrote  a story  about  San 
Francisco’s  failure  to  enforce  the  building 
codes  in  residential  hotels,  particularly 
the  Heat  law  which  requires  that:  "heat 
capable  of  maintaining  a room  tempera- 
ture of  68  degrees  Fahrenheit. ...be  made 
available  to  each  occupied  habitable 
room  for  13  hours  between  the  hours  of 
5:00  AM  and  11:00  AM  and  3:00  PM  and 
10:00  PM."  Willful  failure  to  provide  the 
required  heat  is  supposed  to  be  a crime 
punishable  by  as  much  as  a $1,000  fine  and 
six  months  in  jail  for  each  day  of  violation. 

I carefully  detailed  one  of  the  more 
egregious  examples,  the  Star  Hotel  (2176 
Mission  near  18th),  a 53  room  SRO 
(single  room  occupancy)  hotel  with 
numerous,  recurring,  life  threatening, 
building  code  violations  including  several 
willful  failures  to  provide  heat.  Since  that 
time,  I have  spent  at  least  ten  hours  talking 
to  building  inspectors,  Building  Commis- 
sioners, tenants’  rights  activists,  and  rep- 
resentatives from  both  the  City  Attorney’s 
and  District  Attorney’s  offices. 

After  an  interminable  number  of 
meetings,  faxes,  phone  conversations- 
and  yes,  more  meetings— all  of  the  code 
violations  at  the  Star  Hotel  two  months 
ago  have  been  abated.  But,  in  the  last  ten 
years,  not  even  one  heat  violator  has  been 
successfully  prosecuted  or  sued  by  this 
City,  and  the  Star  has  yet  to  pay  one 
penny  of  its  $2,000  plus  fme,  most  of  which 
has  been  due  for  more  than  two  years. 


ARLO  SMITH: 

NOT  INTERESTED  IN  JUSTICE 

If  you  commit  three  or  four  murders 
and  the  police  catch  you,  the  District  At- 
torney is  certainly  not  going  to  dismiss  all 
of  the  charges  against  you  just  because 
you  tell  him  that  you  won’t  do  it  again. 
But,  if  you  are  a San  Francisco  slumlord 
who  gets  caught  with  locked  fire  escapes, 
blocked  fire  exits,  broken  fire  alarms,  dis- 
abled fire  sprinklers,  and  a disabling 
bypass  switch  across  the  time  clock  on 
your  furnace,  as  long  as  you  clean  up  your 
act  and  tell  the  DA  that  you  won’t  do  it 
again,  your  "violations"  will  be  "abated" 
and  the  charges  against  you  will  be  "dis- 
missed in  the  interest  of  justice." 

In  a June  2 letter  to  Supervisor  Kauf- 
man regarding  the  status  of  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection  (BBI)  citations,  Gor- 
don Park-Li,  the  clerk-administrator  of 
the  SF  Municipal  Court  said  that  of  the  28 
citations  for  heat  violations  issued  by  BBI 
between  November  11,  1994  and  March 
14,  1995  "one  citation  was  abated,  one 
citation,  filed  as  an  infraction,  was  dis- 
missed in  traffic  court,  two  citations  were 
dismissed  by  the  court  in  the  interest  of 
justice,  16  citations  were  discharged  by 
the  District  Attorney  (DA),  and  eight 
were  "no-hits"  on  the  criminal  computer 
system  and  assumed  discharged.  That’s 
right,  28  people  were  cited  and  none 
prosecuted. 

Bill  Fazio,  candidate  for  SF  DA,  said 
of  the  DA’s  failure  to  prosecute  the 
operators  the  Star  Hotel  "is  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  DA’s  office  to  prosecute 
criminal  matters.  Criminal  prosecutions 


m my  opinion  and  in  my  zu  years  ex- 
perience get  people’s  attention  much 
quicker  than  civil  prosecutions  because  of 
the  possible  cost  consequences,  namely 
spending  time  in  jail.  If  the  DA  is  not 
satisfied  with  an  investigation  prepared  by 
an  outside  agency...the  DA  has  its  own 
investigators  who  are  full-powered  peace 
officers  and  can  conduct  their  own  inves- 
tigations. There  are  many  competent 
people  working  in  the  SF  DA’s  office. 
Unfortunately,  the  administration  and 
bureaucracy  of  the  DA’s  office  is  incom- 
petent." 

Supervisor  Terence  Hallinan,  another 
SF  DA  hopeful,  said,  "When  human  lives 
are  at  stake,  prosecution  of  health  and 
safety  code  violators  must  be  aggressive 
and  swift.  Slumlords  who  violate  the  law 
must  be  brought  to  justice.  The  District 
Attorney  has  both  the  power  and  the 
responsibility  to  enforce  our  laws." 

HEY  LOOK!,  A SMOKING  GUN! 

According  to  Leslie  Stansfield,  the 
chief  of  Housing  Inspection  Services  for 
BBI,  attempts  to  get  Deputy  District  At- 
torney David  Moon  to  agree  to  prosecute 
the  Star  Hotel  drew  Moon’s  response: 
the  BBI  case  file  was  poorly  organized, 
unreadable,  illegible  and  incomplete. 

In  a letter  dated  June  19,  Deputy  DA 
John  Carbone  said,  "at  no  time  did  Mr. 
Moon  tell  Ms.  Stansfield  that  the  DA’s 
Office  would  not  consider  filing  a civil 
case  under  Section  17200  of  the  Business 
and  Professions  Code  for  those  landlords 
who  are  considered  to  be  major  offenders 
and  have  had  a history  of  unabated  code 
violations.  However,  Mr.  Moon  did  em- 
phasize to  Ms.  Stansfield  that  in  order  for 
us  to  evaluate  such  a filing,  we  must  be 
provided  with  the  necessary  evidence  in  a 
format  which  we  can  understand  as  attor- 
neys." 

Stansfield  has  the  bypass  switch  that 
was  used  to  turn  off  the  heat  and  a sworn 
affidavit  from  the  building  inspector  who 
removed  it  from  the  furnace  at  the  Star, 
but  that  didn’t  seem  to  make  any  dif- 
ference to  Moon. 

In  his  June  19  letter,  Carbone  also 
refers  to  several  additional  meetings  that 
have  been  scheduled  including  a regular 
monthly  meeting  between  BBI  and  the 
DA;  but,  at  press  time,  the  Star  Hotel 
case  was  abated  and  had  not  been 
referred  for  prosecution. 

When  I spoke  to  both  District  Attor- 
ney Arlo  Smith  and  Deputy  DA  John  Car- 
bone they  specifically  said  that  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  District  Attorney’s  Office  to 
aggressively  prosecute  criminal  violations 
of  all  types  including  building  code  viola- 
tions. 

In  a letter  to  Supervisor  Barbara 
Kaufman  regarding  Building  Inspectors’ 
concerns  about  the  disposition  of  cita- 
tions dated  May  19,  Deputy  DA  Candice 
Heisler  says  she  is  "pleased  with  our 
progress."  Heisler  also  states  that  the 
DA’s  office  anticipates  filing  a suit  for 
unfair  business  practices  against  repeat 
offenders  but  "in  general,  because 
criminal  sanctions  are  much  less  sig- 
nificant than  civil  penalties  and  the 
process  often  slower,  we  will  use  the 
criminal  option  sparingly." 


PATEL  GETS  PIERCED 

In  February  1995,  Ronald  Pierce,  a 
tenant  at  the  Star  Hotel,  complained  to 
the  BBI  about  code  violations  at  the  Star 
including  the  lack  of  heat.  On  May  18, 
Babubhai  N.  Patel,  one  of  the  operators 
of  the  Star,  served  Pierce  with  eviction 
papers.  In  the  attached  Three  Day  Notice 
To  Quit,  Patel  claimed  among  other  ihingc 
that  Pierce  had  harassed  the  hotel 
management  by  making  false  and  un- 
founded complaints  to  the  building  in- 
spectors; that  Pierce  was  argumentative, 
assaultive,  and  hostile  to  his  neighbors 
and  hotel  management;  and  that  Pierce 
made  false  911  calls. 

In  his  answer  to  the  eviction.  Pierce 
claimed  that  Patel  was  retaliating  against 
him  for  complaining  to  the  building  in- 
spector about  lack  of  heat  and  other  is- 
sues; that  Patel  had  failed  to  provide 
adequate  heat  and  adequate  security; 
and  that  Patel’s  dominant  motive  for 
evicting  him  was  retaliation. 

When  Patel  failed  to  respond  to 
Pierce’s  requests  that  she  substantiate  her 
allegations,  the  Court  ordered  her  to 
respond  and  fmed  her  $250.  Patel  then 
voluntarily  dismissed  her  complaint. 

Pierce’s  attorney,  Michael  Singsen, 
says  that  Pierce  will  be  filing  a wrongful 
eviction  action  against  his  landlord  in  the 
near  future. 

rnrnm 

GOTCHA! 

More  than  two  years  ago,  my  neigh- 
bors and  I filed  protests  against  the  is- 
suance of  an  off-sale  beer  and  wine  license 
to  a grocery  store  located  at  the  corner  of 
21st  and  Folsom  Streets  directly  across 
the  street  from  Jose  Coronado 
Playground.  We  protested  because  we 
believe  that  the  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverages  is  not  consistent  with  the  opera- 
tion of  a children’s  playground. 

>yter  a year  and  a halfs  worth  of 
pleadings  and  proceedings  including  a 
seven  hour  public  hearing,  the  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Control  Appeals  Board 
remanded  the  matter  back  to  the  trial 
court  for  gathering  additional  testimony 
and  evidence. 

The  new  hearing  was  set  for  June  16. 
By  the  end  of  May,  my  neighbors  and  I 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  advisory 
resolutions  opposing  the  issuance  of  the 
subject  liquor  license  approved  unani- 
mously by:  The  SF  Board  of  Education, 
The  SF  Recreation  and  Park  Commis- 
sion, and  the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
Mayor  Jordan. 

On  June  12,  four  days  before  the  hear- 
ing, the  store  operators  withdrew  their 
license  application.  One  week  later,  the 
Department  of  Alcoholic  Beve’rage  Con- 
trol dismissed  the  matter  of  Karil  Daniels, 
et  al  versus  Hugo  & Vicky  Aldana  doing 
business  as  La  Bodeguita.  Hallelujah! 
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CULTURAL  CENTER 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 

not  live  in  the  Mission  should  not  be  on 
the  board,"  said  one  man  at  the  June  13 
meeting,  citing  the  fact  that  over  half  of 
the  board  members  live  outside  The  City. 
Lariza  Dugan,  who  works  with  Real  Al- 
ternatives Program  (RAP)  and  who  is  a 
youth  advocate,  spoke  to  the  importance 
of  having  a board  that  represents  the  im- 
mediate Mission  community,  especially 
the  youth  who  need  the  center.  "Youth 
are  the  ones  more  at  risk  in  the  com- 
munity. We  need  a roof  to  come  under  to 
prepare  ourselves  for  the  future.  I hope 
you  [the  board]  understand  that  we  want 


because  of  the  difficulty  of  conducting  an 
evaluation  of  the  employee;  because  of 
the  artistic  direction  of  the  Center;  and 
because  we  needed  to  act  quickly  to  ad- 
dress the  concerns  of  the  Center. 

"We  wanted  a new  direction  and  to 
make  the  Center  more  artistically  inviting 
to  a larger  number  of  people,"  he  said. 

Unfortunately,  Joseph  Selva’s 
Capoeira  class  was  at  the  Center  to  wit- 
ness the  firing  and  police.  Although 
Joseph’s  mother,  Kathy  Selva,  doesn’t 
know  about  why  Carrillo  was  fired,  she 
believes  the  step  wasn’t  well  planned. 

"Is  this  the  way  grown  adults  con- 
duct themselves  as  professionals,  as 
quality  management,"  Selva  asks  in- 
credulously. "It’s  a laugh,  it’s  funny;  but. 


Mission  Cultural  Center,  a stormy  past  and  an  uncertain  future.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 
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you  to  resign  so  that  we  can  take  over,"  she 
said. 

During  the  meetings,  many  people 
were  dismayed  that  the  board,  a group  of 
volunteers  with  the  power  to  oversee  the 
Center,  called  the  police  on  an  internal 
management  issue.  But  according  to 
board  member  Norma  Villazana,  the 
board  never  called  the  eight  police  of- 
ficers. "On  the  day  of  the  firing,  two  board 
members  went  to  the  Center  with  an  off- 
duty,  plain-clothes  police  officer.  They 
did  this  because  in  a past  firing  (of  another 
executive  director)  records  were  stolen 
and  things  happened  to  the  computers. 
This  was  a precaution. 

This  time,  Bob  Carrillo,  the  Execu- 
tive Director,  left  after  he  was  terminated 
and  came  back  with  a crowd  of  people. 
That  was  the  worst  thing  that  could  have 
happened  and  things  escalated.  That’s 
when  a window  got  broken  and  the  board 
members  decided  to  close  the  building. 
At  that  point  the  other  police  stopped  all 
on  their  own." 

After  the  lockout,  the  Center 
remained  closed  for  another  two  days. 
No  teachers  were  notified,  and  classes 
came  to  their  school  to  find  locked  doors. 
Several  classes  made  arrangements  to 
meet  elsewhere. 

At  one  of  the  meetings,  some  mem- 
bers of  the  community  brought  to  light  a 
bill  from  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department,  addressed  to  the  board  of 
directors.  The  bill  lists  the  charges  for 
hiring  police  officers  and  foots  to  an  ex- 
travagant total  of  $1,647.  Many  people 
wondered  why  the  police  would  send  a 
bill,  if  their  presence  hadn’t  been  prear- 
ranged. Others  wondered  how  the  Cen- 
ter would  pay  the  tab. 

"The  police  came  on  their  own  be- 
cause there  was  a confrontation  that 
began  shortly  after  the  termination,  with  a 
lot  of  chaos  and  noise,"  said  Iris  Brito 
Stevens,  President  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. "But  during  the  next  three  days,  the 
safety  issue  didn’t  lighten  up.  People 
were  pounding  on  the  windows  and  doors. 
We  did  hire  police  to  keep  the  building 
closed. 

"Early  in  the  press,  there  was  talk  of 
a vendetta  regarding  non-payment  of 
some  child  care  expenses  [to  me]," 
Stevens  contends.  "But  some  real  and 
serious  problems  were  present  that 
caused  us  to  make  the  termination." 

At  the  first  meeting  held  after  the 
incident,  board  member  Oscar  Melara 
read  a statement  prepared  by  the  board, 
as  to  why  the  two  employees  were  fired: 
"We  took  action  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  getting  access  to  financial  information; 


at  the  same  time  it’s  very  sad.  Children 
were  there  to  do  Capoeira  the  day  that  the 
police  came  and  had  this  man  escorted 
from  the  building.  The  children  got  to 
witness  that  and  I think  that  was  terrible. 


A plain  clothes  cop  locks  up  the  Missic 
Cultural  Center. 


"Did  [the  board]  even  know  what 
was  scheduled  that  day?  One  of  the  stu- 
dents was  there  with  his  mother  and  his 
grandma.  His  grandma  had  come  from 
out  of  town  to  watch  the  Capoeira  class, 
but  instead  she  saw  this.  And  there  was 
no  explanation  or  apology  from  the 
board." 

The  closing  of  the  center  caused 
some  problems  for  Selva  in  making  con- 
crete plans  for  Joseph’s  summer  school. 
She  didn’t  know  whether  to  enroll  him  in 
another  program,  since  the  continuation 
of  his  Capoeira  seemed  on  shaky  ground. 


Now,  she  is  glad  that  Joseph  and  his 
teacher  have  the  Center  to  practice  in. 
She  is  also  pleased  that  the  Center  may 
hold  classes  given  by  her  Zujitsu  teacher. 
The  best  news  that  is  the  Center  called 
my  Sensei  and  asked  him  to  come  back," 
she  said.  "He  used  to  teach  Zujitsu  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center,  but  the  old  ad- 
ministration asked  him  to  leave  because 
they  felt  like  it  wasn’t  Latino.  We  thought 
that  was  really  racist.  In  class,  my  Sensei 
said  it  looks  like  they  are  going  to  return 
this  month." 


LATE  BREAKING 
UPDATE 

At  a June  28  board  meeting  of  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts, 
President  Iris  Brito-Stevens  and 
Treasurer  Bob  Komfeld  resigned. 

Six  new  peoples,  Concha  Saucedo, 
Cecilia  Guidos,  Carlos  Diaz,  Magaly  Fer- 
nandez, and  Lariza  Dunglas,  and  Ariel 
Vargas,  joined  as  board  members.  More 
members  to  be  added  later. 


GUEST  OPINION 

A STATE  OF  SIEGE 
IS  NO  SOLUTION 


by  Myrna  Melgar 

Every  year,  I look  forward  to  Car- 
naval  with  the  same  excitement  of  a five 
year  old  looking  forward  to  her  birthday 
party.  There  is  something  magical  about 
expressing  all  that  incredible  joy  and  love 
of  life  with  several  thousand  fellow  human 
beings.  Every  year,  I learn  something 
new  about  sensuality  and  exuberance; 
about  happiness  and  hard  work;  about 
celebration  and  community,  about  being 
human. 

This  year,  however,  the  lesson  was 
about  the  dark  side  of  human  nature. 
The  heavy  presence  of  armed  police  and 
security  guards  brought  back  memories 
of  my  early  adolescence  in  El  Salvador. 
It  started  with  the  hostile  and  defensive 
attitude  of  the  security  guards  when  we 
objected  to  being  frisked  at  the  gate  after 
waiting  in  line  to  get  inside  for  half  an 
hour.  After  that,  almost  everywhere  I 
turned,  armed  police  stood  ready, 
presumably  in  case  anyone  got  out  of 
control.  How  ironic  that,  during  this  year- 
ly celebration  of  life,  it  is  the  threat  of 
death  that  should  make  us  feel  safe. 

I can’t  say  I was  surprised,  though. 
The  Mission  is,  despite  our  liberalism 
and  tolerance,  a microcosm  of  a larger 
society.  We  as  a nation  seem  to  have 
accepted  that  giving  up  our  civil  liberties 
will  protect  us  from  senseless  violence  like 
the  Oklahoma  City  bombing.  There  is 
something  in  the  nature  of  humans  that 
drives  us  to  give  up  our  power  and 
freedom  to  those  who  promise  order  and 
security  in  times  of  disorder,  seldom  ques- 
tioning whether  those  promises  will,  in 
fact,  hold  true.  Political  leaders  all  over 
the  world  have  recognized  this  and  used 


it  to  consolidate  their  power. 

I remember  that,  after  the  peace  ac- 
cords were  signed  in  El  Salvador,  and  the 
first  relatively  free  elections  were  held, 
my  American  born  friends  could  not  un- 
derstand why  the  right-wing  party  had 
won.  They’ve  committed  such 
atrocities!"  they  told  me,  "Everybody 
knows  about  it."  All  true.  But  my  friends 
hadn’t  lived  through  twelve  years  of  war- 
fare and  chaos.  It  wasn’t  surprising  to  me 
that  people  in  El  Salvador  would  chose  a 
fascist  promise  of  order  over  the  uncer- 
tainty of  progress. 

Pete  Wilson  recognized  this  side  of 
human  nature  when  he  started  siphoning 
money  from  our  schools  to  build  more 
prisons.  Mayor  Jordan  recognized  it 
when  he  invented  Matrix  and  began  sup- 
porting the  youth  curfew.  Why  is  it  that 
we  the  people  have  not? 

Recent  history  is  rife  with  examples  of 
people  giving  up  their  freedom  to  those 
who  promise  order  through  force.  We 
look  at  those  examples  with  shame  and 
disbelief.  We  ask  ourselves  how  people 
could  be  so  irresponsible,  so  gullible.  But 
we  never  seem  to  see  it  coming.  We  may 
feel  better  temporarily  when  we  abdicate 
responsibility  for  educating  and  providing 
for  our  children,  for  taking  care  of  those 
among  us  who  are  destitute  or  ill,  or  for 
just  plain  being  civil  and  kind  to  one 
another.  But  were  we  really  safer  be- 
cause everyone  was  frisked  before  being 
allowed  to  party  at  Camaval?  Are  we 
really  safer,  or  the  streets  cleaner,  be- 
cause the  police  are  now  required  to 
harass  the  homeless?  Will  the  children  of 
San  Francisco  really  be  better  off  because 
of  a Youth  Curfew? 

When  are  we  ever  going  to  learn? 


PEOPLE  HELPING 
PEOPLE 
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2940  - 161 II  STREET,  SUITE  305 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  ( A 94103 


FOR  MEMBERS  ONLY!!! 


DO  YOU  KNOW  THAT  IF  YOU  LIVE  OR  WORK  IN  TI1E 
MISSION  COMMUNITY  YOU  CAN  JOIN  THE  CREDIT  UNION 
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MEXICAN  CULTURAL  CENTER 
TAKES  GOOD  GOVERNMENT 
A STEP  FURTHER 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


by  Adrienne  Y.  Brazelton 

^^lexico’s  Ambassador  to  the 
United  States,  Jesus  Silva  Herzog,  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  July  13  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  San  Francisco’s  Mexican 
Cutural  Center.  As  his  topic,  "Relations 
Between  Mexicans  and  the  Mexican 
Community  in  the  United  States,"  sug- 
gests, the  cultural  center  is  concerned 
with  promoting  communication  between 
Mexicans  on  both  sides  of  the  American 
border. 

Lilia  Aguilare,  executive  director  of 
San  Francisco’s  Mexican  Cultural  Cen- 
ter, says  that  since  the  idea  was  first  intro- 
duced in  1990,  Mexico’s  Secretariat  of 
Foreign  Affairs  has  set  up  22  cultural 
centers  throughout  the  United  States. 
(Editor’s  note  : San  Francisco’s  Mexican 
Cultural  Center  and  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  reported  on  elsewhere  in  this 
issue,  are  not  afilliated  organizations.) 

Overall,  Aguilare  says,  the  response  to 
the  center’s  programs  has  been  positive. 
"Not  only  in  San  Francisco  — all  over  the 
States!  It’s  like  the  Mexicans  in  Mexico 
never  thought  about  the  Mexicans  in  the 
States  before,"  she  says. 

The  first  Mexican  Institute  was 
created  in  1968  in  San  Antonio,  but  it 
remained  a unique  venture  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a century  - until  1990,  when 
former  President  Carlos  Salinas  created 
the  program,  "Mexican  Communities 
Abroad."  That  same  year,  the 
Washington  DC.  center  opened  its  doors. 
Now  centers  are  in  many  major  US  cities, 
with  each  of  them  implementing  four 
programs  to  reach  out  to  the  Mexican- 
American  community. 

About  600  students  in  12  Bay  Area 
cities  are  currently  involved  in  the  San 
Francisco  center’s  literacy  program, 
which  works  with  local  organizations  that 
have  classroom  facilities. 

"You  know,"  says  Aguilare,  "some 


people  come  here  from  Mexico  and  try  to 
learn  English,  but  they  aren’t  even  able  to 
read  or  write  in  their  own  language." 

"We  provide  materials  and  train  the 
teachers,"  explains  Aguilare.  "Instructors 
from  Mexico  come  and  teach  [US 
teachers]  how  to  use  the  books  and  how 
to  teach  adults." 

A similar  strategy  is  employed  with  the 
center’s  health  program,  which  brings 
doctors  and  health-care  providers  to  the 
United  States  to  lead  workshops  at  local 
organizations  on  the  prevention  of  drug 
addiction  and  AIDS.  The  center  also  dis- 
tributes health  information  written  first 
in  Spanish  which,  as  Aguilare  says,  is 
"from  our  own  culture"  and  more  effective 
because  the  dangers  of  poor  translation 
are  eliminated.  The  center’s  sports  pro- 
gram, which  features  soccer,  basketball, 
baseball  and  Tae  Kwon  Do,  is  coor- 
dinated by  David  Lemus.  He  says  the  two 
leagues  associated  with  the  San  Francisco 
Mexican  Cultural  Center  operating  in  the 
Mission  District  are  the  26-year-old  Latin 
American  Soccer  League  and  the  Rober- 
to Clemente  Baseball  League. 

The  baseball  league  really  needs 
help,"  Lemus  commented,  adding  that  he 
hopes  people  will  call  Roberto  Lopez,  the 
league’s  president,  at  (415)  586-4864  to 
provide  uniforms  and  equipment. 

The  center’s  fourth  program  is  com- 
pletely cultural  - from  archaeology  to 
music,  movies  and  art  exhibitions.  At  the 
moment,  says  Aguilare,  "We’re  very 
happy  with  the  film,  Mi  Familia.  It  was 
beautiful!" 

The  center’s  annual  dinner  will  honor 
Alberto  Gonzalez,  the  first  Mexican- 
American  to  be  named  as  a judge  to  a US 
Immigration  Court.  Tickets  ($35)  for  the 
dinner,  to  be  held  at  Gabbiano’s  Res- 
taurant, One  Ferry  Plaza,  will  be  on  sale 
after  June  11  at  the  Mexican  Cultural 
Center,  870  Market  St.,  Monday  through 


Editor: 

In  an  effort  to  dispel  misunderstand- 
ings surrounding  the  renaming  of  Cesar 
Chavez  Street,  here  are  some  accurate 
facts: 

There  will  be  no  net  cost  to  taxpayers. 
Despite  a wildly  inflated  first  estimate  of 
$890,000,  CalTrans  retracted  their  figures 
and  informed  City  officials  back  in 
February  that  the  total  cost  to  replace  all 
freeway  signs  will  be  $60,00  or  less,  a cost 
which  will  be  paid  through  the  generous 
contributions  of  cash,  labor  and  materials 
pledged  by  labor  unions  and  individual 
citizens. 

The  surface  street  signs  on  Cesar 
Chavez  Street  have  been  replaced  by  the 
San  Francisco  Department  of  Parking 
and  Traffic  as  part  of  their  on-going 
maintenance  program,  without  additional 
expense  to  taxpayers. 

Although  some  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
residents  and  merchants  have  decried  the 
so-called  inconvenience  and  expense  of 
the  name  change,  the  fact  is  that  the  street 
will  still  be  identified  as  Army  Street 
during  a five  year  transition  period,  allow- 
ing sufficient  time  to  order  new  checks 
and  business  forms  as  the  old  items  run 
out.  Some  opponents  of  the  Army  Street 
name  change  have  suggested  South  Van 
Ness  as  an  acceptable  alternative  - despite 
the  abundance  of  merchants  on  that  street 
who  far  outnumber  those  on  Army. 

The  name  Army  Street  came  about  in 
the  1850’s  when  a landowner,  John  Meirs 
Horner,  named  many  streets  after  people 
and  places.  The  name  "Army"  was  not 
selected  as  a tribute  to  returning  military 
heroes,  or  as  an  honor  for  local  military 
bases,  but  was  part  of  the  naming  of  many 
streets  by  Horner.  Indeed,  Navy  Street 
was  originally  named  at  the  same  time  as 
Army  Street,  and  was  subsequently 
changed  to  26th  Street,  before  the  turn  of 
the  century-without  public  acrimony,  in- 
terestingly enough.  In  fact,  according  to 
Louis  K.  Loewnstein’s  Streets  of  San 
Francisco,  over  40  streets  have  been 
changed  since  1909. 

There  is  one  cost  associated  with  the 
name  change:  the  $50,000  that  the 

people  of  San  Francisco  will  spend  on  a 
potential  ballot  measure  to  change  the 
name  back.  Unfortunately,  supporters  of 
such  a ballot  measure  do  not  seem  con- 
cerned about  this  needless  expenditure 
of  tax  money. 

Finally,  the  renaming  of  Army  Street 
has  already  sparked  interest  in  the 
revitalization  of  the  street  and  the  Mission 
District  neighborhood  surrounding  it. 
On  March  31,  hundreds  of  community 
and  civic  leaders  gathered  for  a dedica- 


tion ceremony  as  the  first  new  street  sign 
was  unveiled.  The  following  day, 
hundreds  of  volunteers  planted  over  a 
hundred  trees  along  Cesar  Chavez  Street, 
providing  a visible  and  beautiful  image 
signifying  the  new  interest  in  this  area. 

Cesar  Chavez  Celebration  Coalition 


Editor: 

My  response  to  the  "erroneous"  as- 
sumption on  the  part  of  The  Steering 
Committee-San  Franciscans  to  Save 
Array  Street"  that  your  readers  were  born 
yesterday. 

In  an  age  of  hate  being  the  hallmark  of 
the  suburban,  I am  proud  to  live  in  a city 
that  would  name  a street  for  such  a fine 
human  being  such  as  Cesar  Chavez.  I feel 
it  "common  sense"  to  stop  naming  streets 
after  war  machines  and/or  war  heroes 
now  that  the  Cold  War  is  over. 

These  Reagan  (or  Heritage  Founda- 
tion) style  clones  always  proclaim  "prac- 
tical and  financial  reasons"  for  their 
obvious  hatred  for  things  humane.  Did 
the  residence  of  the  East  Bay  ever  find 
"recourse  to  recover"  the  "cost"  of  the  area 
code  change  that  Pacific  Bell’s  "political- 
ly motivated  decision-making  process" 
forced  upon  them?  How  much  complaint 
of  increased  consumer  prices  was  made 
of  breaking  up  the  415  area  code?  Ab- 
solutely none  as  long  as  those  "unsym- 
pathetic" private  concerns  were  to  profit. 
And  if  businesses  are  going  to  leave  town 
because  of  a street  name  change,  they 
were  not  interested  in  the  community 
anyway.  At  which  point  of  egress  shall  we 
tearfully  stand  and  wave  good-bye  to  the 
hateful  wimps. 

Glenn  H.  Martin 


Editor: 

The  24th  Street  Merchants  are  trying 
to  encourage  us  to  shop  on  24th  street.  A 
stroll  down  the  street  on  a sunny  after- 
noon is  quite  a sight.  Why  should  I fight 
my  way  through  the  drunks  and  druggies, 
be  treated  to  filthy  sidewalks  and  boarded 
up  storefronts  to  spend  my  money? 

One  Mission  resident  says,  "24th  street 
sucks,  if  the  24th  Street  Merchants  want 
my  money  they  are  going  to  have  to 
’unsuck’  it!" 

How  many  of  those  merchants  actually 
live  in  the  neighborhood  and  how  many 
take  my  money  and  flee  to  the  suburbs? 

Ron  Norlin 


Friday,  9 a.m.-5  p.m. 


10AM  - 6PM 
MONDAY  - SATURDAY 
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MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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by  Stett  Holbrook 


Art 


fter  months  of  wrangling  over 
toxic  waste  clean-up  costs  and  respon- 
sibilities, plans  to  convert  a weed  covered 
lot  at  23rd  and  Treat  streets  into  a com- 
munity park  are  finally  moving  forward. 

The  plan  for  the  park,  complete  with 
community  garden,  children’s 

playground,  and  grassy  areas,  was  ap- 
proved by  community  members  and  City 
officials  more  than  six  months  ago.  The 
environmental  threats  come  from  leaking 
underground  fuel  tanks  as  well  as  oil  and 
gas  contamination  caused  by  an  old  rail- 
road line  that  ran  across  the  site.  Both 
threaten  the  area’s  soil  and  ground  water. 
The  lots  owners  and  City  officials  clashed 
over  who  was  responsible  for  the  clean- 
up. The  current  owner,  Embarcadero 
Owners  II,  claimed  it  could  not  afford  to 
pay  for  any  environmental  reparation; 
City  officials  refused  purchase  the  site 
without  settling  the  contamination  con- 
cern. An  agreement  has  now  been 
reached. 

Harry  Quinn,  assistant  director  of 
property  for  the  City’s  Real  Estate 
Department,  which  is  buying  the  lot,  said 
the  City  and  the  current  owners  agreed  to 
share  the  site’s  testing  cost  for  environ- 
mental damage  at  about  $60,000.  Once 
the  extent  of  the  contamination  is  deter- 
mined, the  clean-up  cost  will  be  deducted  . 
from  the  total  sale  price. 

The  current  owners  inherited  the  en- 
vironmental problems  when  they  bought 
the  property.  Once  title  of  ownership  was 
transferred,  what  should  have  been  the 
responsibility  of  the  of  the  previous 
owner,  became  the  new  owners  mess. 

"They  didn’t  do  their  due  diligence," 
Quinn  said.  "The  principals  [Embar- 
cadero Owners  II]  will  be  lucky  if  they  can 
get  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar... they’re 
taking  a loss."  Quinn  estimated  the 


clean-up  cost  for  one  tank  alone  at 

$200,000. 

Marvin  Yee,  a Recreation  and  Park 
project  manager  in  charge  of  the  project, 
indicated  that  another  tank  adjacent  to 
the  site  may  be  leaking  into  the  lot  as  well 

The  park  promises  to  be  an  improve- 
ment over  an  area  that  has  long  been  a 
magnet  for  trash,  the  homeless,  and  drug 
dealing.  "Based  on  community  meetings," 
Yee  said,  "there  was  an  interest  in  both 
passive  and  active  areas."  Although 
hopes  that  the  park  will  attract  a variety 
of  people,  a fence  around  the  park  will  be 
locked  after  dark  to  keep  out  those 
deemed  undesirable. 

Yee  said  he  is  aware  of  no  other  park 
or  community  garden  in  San  Francisco 
built  upon  a formerly  toxic  site;  the  Mis- 
sion District  may  be  the  first.  Thanks  in 
part  to  the  efforts  of  a New  Mission  News 
reporter,  it  will  now  be  considerably 
cheaper  for  the  public  to  examine  reports 
that  detail  the  extent  of  environmental 
degradation  at  23rd  and  Treat  or  any 
other  area  in  the  city. 

As  Andy  Solow  reported  last  month, 
his  efforts  to  view  the  preliminary  reports 
on  tank  testing  at  the  site-held  by  the 
Local  Oversight  Program  (LOP)  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Health-were  met 
with  the  requirement  he  pay  $85  per  hour 
to  see  the  document.  In  addition,  Solow, 
or  any  other  member  of  the  public  for  that 
matter,  would  be  allotted  only  five  free 
photo  copies  and  be  required  to  pay  $8.50 
for  refiling. 

In  support  of  their  onerous  fees  and 
regulations,  the  LOP  cited  San  Francisco 
Municipal  Code,  Article  21,  Section  117, 
which  sets  the  fee  at  $85  per  hour.  The 
code,  however,  predates  the  San  Francis- 
co Sunshine  Ordinance  which  states:  "no 
fee  shall  be  charged  for  making  public 
records  available  for  review."  In  addi- 
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tion,  the  LOP  seemed  to  be  in  violation  of 
the  Public  Records  Act  which  similarly 
prohibits  charging  the  public  for  anything 
other  than  the  costs  of  duplication. 

Based  on  a complaint  filed  by  Solow 
and  the  involvement  of  Oakland’s  First 


Amendment  Project,  City  Attorney  John 
Cooper  advised  the  offending  agency  to 
change  its  ways.  According  to  David 
Prowler,  Clerk  for  the  Sunshine  Or- 
dinance Task  Force,  the  LOP  brought  its 
policy  up  to  date  and  lowered  its  fees. 


FIASCO  PARK 
AT  20TH  & CAPP 


.Aecoi 


>rding  to  Webster’s,  a fiasco  is 
a complete  and  ignominious  failure;  a 
disaster,  catastrophe,  flop,  or  bomb. 

The  renovation  of  Alioto  Mini-Park 
j (20th  & Capp)  began  nearly  two  years 
ago.  Though  the  concept  is  a good  one, 
the  execution  leaves  a great  deal  to  be 
desired. 

In  April  I interviewed  Janet  Gomes, 
Work  Programs  Director  for  the  San 
Francisco  Conservation  Corps  (SFCC). 
According  to  Gomes,  "Alioto  Mini-Park 
will  be  open  by  April  13,  1995  and  the 
installation  of  the  children’s  play  ap- 
paratus will  be  completed  by  June  L 
1995." 

At  press  time,  the  children’s 
playground  at  Alioto  Mini-Park  was  still 


closed.  According  to  Jim  Lucey,  Assis- 
tant Superintendent  of  Parks  for  Struc- 
tural Maintenance,  the  SFCC  installed 
the  playground  safety  surface  without  su- 
pervision, a violation  of  a recent 
memorandum  of  understanding.  Lucey 
said  that  the  SFCC  had  botched  the  instal- 
lation of  the  safety  surface  and  lost  part  of 
the  children’s  play  apparatus.  Lucey  indi- 
cated that  the  playground  would  have  to 
remain  closed  until  the  missing  apparatus 
is  replaced  and  the  safety  surface  is 
repaired. 

When  asked  when  Alioto  Mini  Park 
would  be  completed,  Anne  Cochrane,  Ex- 
ecutive Director  of  SFCC  said,  "No  com- 
ment." She  did  not  return  subsequent 
telephone  inquiries. 

Andy  Solow 
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To  all  the  homeboys  out  there 

by  Sean  Keel 


open.  Honldjj  dirt;  Siturtdj; 


3292  -22nd  Street 
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5-11  pm 


Another  day  has  arrived,  but  it  still  feels  the  same, 

Is  it  Monday  or  Tuesday,  or  is  it  still  yesterday.... 

It  sure  doesn’t  matter  when  you’re  in  this  place, 

For  it’s  the  same  old  program,  and  the  same  old  face.... 

No  families  to  visit,  no  sight  of  the  sun. 

No  time  to  get  scared,  for  there’s  no  where  to  run.... 

No  use  in  regretting,  cause  you  did  do  the  crime. 

Just  take  care  of  yourself,  and  just  do  the  time.... 

Don’t  depend  on  the  homeboys  you  left  on  the  street. 

They  didn’t  forget  you,  they’re  just  doing  their  thing 
The  lady’s  at  home,  with  who  I don’t  know, 

Faithful  I hope,  let  me  get  on  the  phone.... 

She  tells  me  she  loves  me,  and  for  me  she  will  wait. 

The  lights  are  now  off,  I suppose  now  it’s  late.... 

I lay  on  my  bunk,  and  think  of  my  past, 

I think  of  the  guns,  and  remember  the  blast.... 

The  cars  and  the  girls,  the  times  that  I had. 

The  things  that  I did,  the  good  and  the  bad.... 

I think  of  my  future,  and  when  I’ll  be  free, 

I think  of  temptation,  then  I think  of  strike  three. 

Sean  Keel,  a.k.a.  Kreeper  is  23  years  old  and  now  serving  1 and  one  half  years  for 
burglary  and  possession  of  stolen  goods.  Under  California’s  "three  strikes  law " one  more 
felony  conviction  at  any  time,  will  earn  him  a mandatory  life  sentence. 


I AM  A 
BLACK  KING 

I am  a black  king 
in  my  heart 
I have  goals 
I have  rules 
break  them  and  suffer 
the  consuquences 

1 try  to  graduate 
so  I can  go  farther 
than  myself 
I want  to  try  to  live 
peacefully 

after  all  this  violence 

Everybody  goin’  crazy 
I want  to  go  away 
to  leave  town  to  just  survive 
a family  to  take  care  of 

De  Mario  Meilliur 
Downtown  High 


I Am  Shelley 

I am  Shelley 

lost  in  a world  of  stubbornness, 
caught  up  in  a wrong  crowd 
confused  by  the  people. 

My  mom 

loving  me  for  me 

the  struggle  of  supporting 

me 

and  Now! 

I have  failed  to  do  my 
duties 

Yes  I come  to  start  over  again. 

Shelley  Villar 
Downtown  High 


Gang  members:  This  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  Send  your  words, 
poems,  rap  songs  and  art  to:  Deanne 
Berger-Moudgil,  Column  Editdr  for 
Gangs  peak,  c/o  New  Mission  News,  777 
Valencia  Street,  ST.,  CA  94110  or  call 
Deanne  at  864-6531;  pager  227-6338. 


PELICAN  BAY  STATE  PRISONER,  35,  s ir  , ns 

Lbs.  Nice  looking,  intelligent,  easy  to  talk  to,  good  listener,  studies  and  practices  civil 
law.  Invites  all  members  of  society  to  write  or  visit  for  friendly  conversation  and  polite 
debates  and  discussions  regarding  prison  reform,  prison  conditions,  the  criminal  justice 
system  and  citizen’s  rights.  Attorneys  and  law  students  are  especially  welcome.  Mr. 
Cedric  Raynard  Allen,  C-79722,  P.O.  Box  7500,  Crescent  City,  California,  95532. 
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STREET  PERSPECTIVES 

VISTAS  DE  LOS  DE  ABAJO 


ON  A MISSION 
IN  THE  MISSION 

by  Happy  Jack,  a native-born  San  Francis- 
can, SFM  homeboy  of  the  old  school. 
[Happy  Jack  is  an  occassionally  homeless, 
sometimes  recovering  heroin  addict.  ] 

When  asked  to  write  this  little  ar- 
ticle, I was,  as  I still  am,  apprehensive.  I 
don’t  really  know  much  about  this  kind  of 
thing.  But  I’ll  try. 


What  are  their  stories?  Well  1 don’t  know, 
I don’t  know  all  these  people.  But  don’t  I? 

I spent  a few  of  my  teenage  years,  back 
in  the  70’s,  on  16th  Street-a  bit  of  time 
now  and  again  ever  since.  The  16th  Street 
area  has  changed  so  much  ...  but  then 
again,  has  it?  It’s  hard  to  pinpoint  just  one 
part  of  the  neighborhood,  there  is  so  much 
going  on  at  any  given  moment. 

"Hey  brother,  you  got  a quarter?" 

"I  know  you  need  a Late  Night  [Muni 
bus  transfer]. 


here.  Cheap!  So  they  are  here,  like  the 
lives  that  are  led.  It  has  always  been  this 
way,  though,  not  as  many  people  and  not 
as  dirty.  So  there  are  many  people  sleep- 
ing on  the  street,  and  people  hitting  you 
up  for  money  everywhere,  everyday. 

I hadn’t  lived  down  in  this  small  corner 
of  the  City  for  a long  time,  but  believe  me, 
I still  see  people  I knew,  and  know.  They 
are  gray-haired,  skinny,  old  clothes  and 
dirty-barely  able  to  stand  on  his  own  two 
feet.  Smacked-back!  He  may  not  have  a 
place  to  lay  his  head  tonight,  but  he’ll 
shoot  dope  all  day  long....  It  really  does 
run  crazy  down  here. 

Every  now  and  again  the  police,  along 
with  the  Parole  Department  make  sweeps 
through  the  City,  stopping  people,  even 
those  not  on  parole,  subjecting  them  to 
the  Fifth  degree.  I never  miss  the  16th 
Street  area.  Ex-cons  released  with  gate 
money  can’t  afford  to  make  it  beyond  the 
first  day  fresh  out.  This  little  spot  of  San 
Francisco  has  a number  of  old  hotels  that 
must  have  at  one  time  had  a glory  day,  but 
much  farther  back  than  I can  remember. 
It  is  home  for  many. 

Along  with  that,  there  are  buses  and 
BART  heading  in  all  four  directions  of  the 
City.  It  is  a hub.  In  this  little  spot  in  the 
City  there  is  a lot  going  on.  Capp  Street  is 
where  you  can  always  find  "Ladies  of  the 
Night."  24-7.  But  what  is  their  story?  How 
do  they  get  here?  What  do  I know?  With 


the  women  comes  the  thought  of  AIDS. 
Men  not  using  condoms,  still  sharing 
needles,  (in  spite  of  needle  exchange  — 
one  thing  I don’t  want  to  forget).  I’m  from 
the  City,  I know  this  area. 

I know  there  are  a lot  of  people  with 
the  virus  out  here.  Running  around  like 
it’s  the  thing  to  do....  Most  of  the  people  I 
have  known  here  just  don’t  even  consider 
tomorrow.  I don’t  want  to  forget  the  few 
places  that  there  are  for  people  to  go. 
Proyecto  Contra  Sida,  Mission  Neighbor- 
hood Health  Center,  RAP,  of  course,  my 
favorite  AYUDA.  I mean  there  are  some 
places  struggling  with  the  issues  that  are 
very  important  to  keep  this  small  com- 
munity alive. 

I could  sit  and  put  pen  to  paper  and 
joke  and  make  light  of  the  situation  going 
on  down  here,  but  I don’t  feel  funny  or 
comical  about  this  part  of  our  fair  City.  I’m 
sorry  if  this  place  isn’t  entertaining,  or 
up-beat.  There  is  so  much  I haven’t  even 
touched  ....  The  Mexicans  from  the  old 
country,  the  gay  community,  the  mer- 
chants. Only  because  I know  so  little 
about  them.  They  haven’t  touched  my  life 
directly.  But  they  can’t  be  forgotten 
either.  So  many  things  and  so  few  answers. 
We  can’t  sweep  the  problems  under  the 
rug,  and  the  new  transition  to  "Yup- 
pieville"  (West  of  16th  and  Mission)  won’t 
change  the  stories  on  the  street.  I believe 
attention  is  the  only  solution. 


Coming  into  the  daylight  I’m  con- 
fronted with  sounds,  sights  and  smells 
hard  to  describe,  as  I step  away  from 
BART  I’m  struck  by  years  of  memory  with 
even  more  force.  My  friend  asked  me  to 
write  about  16th  Street.  What  I see  hap- 
pening down  here?  Who  are  the  people? 
What  are  their  stories?  Well  I don’t  know, 
I don’t  know  all  these  people.  But  don’t  I? 

I spent  a few  of  my  teenage  years,  back 
in  the  70’s,  on  16th  Street-a  bit  of  time 
now  and  again  ever  since.  The  16th  Street 
area  has  changed  so  much  ...  but  then 


again,  has  it?  It’s  hard  to  pinpoint  just  one 
part  of  the  neighborhood,  there  is  so  much 
going  on  at  any  given  moment. 

"Hey  brother,  you  got  a quarter?" 

"I  know  you  need  a Late  Night  [Muni 
bus  transfer], 

"Outfits." 

"Lookin’  for  a date?" 

It  seems  to  me  everyone  out  here  is 
hustling.  It’s  not  easy. 

The  area  is  full  of  people  who  are 
desperate.  Desperate  for  a place  to  sleep, 
food  to  eat,  and  drugs  to  slam.  Drugs  are 


IMMIGRATION 


Law  Office  of  Richard  S.  Kolomejec 

1663  Mission  Street,  Suite  602 

Specializing  in 

all  areas  of  Immigration  and  Nationality  Law: 

* Family  Visas  * Business  Visas  * Student  Visas  * Labor  Certification  * 
* Work  Authorization  * Political  Asylum  * Citizenship  * Etc.  * 

Reasonable  Rates.  Free  Consultation.  Call  621-0877. 


Chi  T&KGlfnpa 

Coc&taife  - DoLKcinQ' 


Beto’s  Sound  D.J. 

Banda  & Cumbia 
Live  Music 

Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


SUNDAYS: 

CONTEST  OF  QUEBRADITA 
$100.00  PRIZE 


No  Cover  Charge! 

Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


MONDAYS: 
CONTEST  OF  CUMBIA 
$80.00  PRIZE 


^NZAN/fy 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 

Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 


Hours:  Noon  ro  9:00  pm  Daily 

David  Gaines 
Wayne  Holder 

3686  20*  Street  (ar  Ouctcto) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  10  (415)  648-0937 
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IT’S  THE 
ECONOMY 
STUPID! 

AN  ONGOING  REPORT  ON  THE 
ENTERPRISE  COMMUNITY  AND 
RELATED  MATTERS 
by  Victor  Miller 

EC  EXTENSION 


X he  Enterprise  Community,  an  in- 
novative grass  roots  economic  develop- 
ment project,  described  in  the  previous 
two  issues  of  the  News  will  go  through 
another,  and  hopefully  final,  public  review 
process  this  month.  On  Wednesday  July 
5,  there  will  be  a Benchmark  meeting  to 
fine  tune  community  proposals  for  the  use 
of  $14  million  in  funds  and  services  avail- 
able for  EC  activities.  This  meeting  will  be 
held  at  820  Valencia  St.  at  6:30  PM. 

Another  final  meeting  to  decide  the 
details  of  the  Mission’s  part  of  the  EC 
program  (which  includes  five  other  com- 
munities) will  be  held  Tuesday,  July  11  at 
Horace  Mann  School  (23rd  & Bartlett)  at 
6:30  pm.  For  more  information  call  285- 
5950. 

EZ  MONEY 

The  Enterprise  Zone,  a California 
state  program,  sounds  similiar  phoneti- 
cally and  includes  a lot  of  the  same  ter- 
ritory as  the  EC.  But  the  EZ  has  a defined 
set  of  economic  incentives  for  attracting 
businesses  to  economically  needy  neigh- 
borhoods. The  EZ  includes  most  of  the 
job  poor  southeast  part  of  the  city  and  the 
lion’s  share  of  the  benefits  available  to 
firms  in  this  area,  or  moving  into  this  area, 
are  tied  to  the  number  of  new  and  local 
jobs  these  businesses  provide. 

The  EZ,  which  began  in  May  1992  and 
was  expanded  to  its  current  size  in  July 
1993,  offers  a wide  range  of  hiring  tax 
credits,  sales  and  use  tax  credits,  deduc- 


tions and  carryovers.  The  amount  of  these 
benefits  varies  according  to  a number  of 
complicated  factors  one  encounters  when 
dealing  with  the  tax  system,  but  are  none- 
theless well  worth  the  effort  expended  in 
doing  the  math. 

The  bottom  line,  according  to  an  EZ 
brochure,  is  that  total  one  year  state  tax 
benefits  available  to  a single  business 
amounts  to  $11,715.  This  is  the  amount  of 
taxes  that  would  be  paid  by  a company 
with  a taxable  income  of  $121,399.  There- 
fore, the  brochure  concludes,  "the 
Enterprise  Zone  tax  credits  are  the  same 
as  earning  $121,399  a year  tax  free!" 

Added  to  this  are  a number  of  loan 
programs,  some  set  well  below  market 
rate,  available  only  to  businesses  located 
in  the  EZ.  The  total  package  has  been 
significant  enough  to  draw  the  participa- 
tion of  about  400  businesses  a year. 

Enterprise  Zone  staffers  say  the 
Costco  store  in  the  South  of  Market, 
which  created  a hundred  new  jobs  for  San 
Franciscans,  is  the  EZ’s  single  biggest 
success  story.  Some  community  non- 
profits dispute  this  claim  saying  they  set 
up  the  Costco  hiring  deal  before  the  EZ 
was  established. 

Carol  Richard,  of  the  SF  Redevelop- 
ment Agency  that  administers  the  EZ, 
told  the  News  that  EZ  advantages  had 
been  a major  factor  in  the  relocation  of 
Rocket  Science,  a cutting  edge  multi- 
media  outfit,  to  San  Francisco. 

One  unpleasant  EZ  experience  in- 
volved Sprint’s  Spanish  language  long  dis- 
tance service,  La  Conexion  Familiar.  La 
Conexion  moved  into  the  EZ  maxed  out 
on  its  EZ  benefits  and  then  fired  235  most- 
ly Latina  workers,  shortly  before  they 
were  to  vote  on  unionization. 

But  on  the  more  positive  side,  Lilli 
Ann,  a garment  manufacturer  at  16th  and 
Harrison  appearing  to  be  on  the  verge  of 
closing  last  month,  has  apparently  found 
a buyer.  This  will  keep  the  company  in 
operation  and  150  local  people  will  not  be 
put  out  of  work.  The  economic  boost  EZ 
offers  may  or  may  not  have  been  the  cru- 
cial element  in  this  deal  but  it  certainly 
sweetened  the  pot. 


Success  is  Your 

Birthright! 


o you  believe  that 
you’re  meant  to  be 
healthy,  happy  and 
financially  free/  We  do ! 

At  Cell  Tech  wc  believe  that  you  can 
achieve  your  personal  goals  and  dreams  in 
this  lifetime -if  given  the  right  opportunity. 

Currently  in  its  twelfth  year  of  operations.  Cell  Tech 
is  in  full  momentum.  Rated  at  the  top  of  our  field  by 
two  independent  trade  journals,  our  sales  volumes 
and  distributor  numbers  have  mote  than  tripled  in 
the  past  year  alone.  At  this  rate  over  half  a million 
people  will  join  our  team  during  the  next  eighteen 
months.  If  you  would  like  to  ride  the  blue  green  wave 
that's  sweeping  North  America,  many  of  these  new 
distributors  could  be  in  your  Cell  Tech  organization 

Humanitarian  and  environmentally  proactive,  10%  of 
Cell  Tech's  annual  harvest  Is  dedicated  to  the  under- 
privileged worldwide.  From  Chernobyl  to  Nicaragua, 
from  Cambodia  to  South  Central  L.A  - Cell  Tech  is  a 
company  with  vision  and  heart,  one  that  truly  cares. 


With  Cell  Tech  you’re  in  business  for 
yourself  - not  by  yourself  Join  us  and 
allow  our  team  of  highly  successful 
independent  distributors  to  serve  as  your 
professional  network  consultants.  We 
have  a simple,  proven  formula  for  success, 
utilize  leading  edge  technologies  and  offer 
ongoing  distributor  training  and  support 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  liming  is  right.  The  public  is  ready. 
The  market  is  huge.  Qo  gefferj  can  realisti- 
cally achieve  from  five  to  twenty  thousand 
dollars  a month  in  solid,  long-term,  residual 
income  within  their  first  six,  to  twelve  months. 
Much  more  is  possible.  There  are  no  limits. 

Based  on  one  of  the  earth’s  most  nutrient-dense 
foundational  foods.  Super  Blue  Grern"*  Algae 
products  are  valued  by  professionals,  students, 
mothers,  practitioners,  athletes  - anyone  who 
wants  to  feel  healthier  and  be  more  productive 
while  sustaining  a dynamic  and  enviable  lifestyle 


Cell  Tech  is 
the  Answer. 

l or  more  information  about  Cell  Tech  please  call: 

800-401-1736 

01995  Cell  Tech  Success  Network . an  Independent  distributor  organization  all  rights  reserved. 


The  Mission  Armory  the  source  of  many  schemes.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


DOG  IN  A 
MANGER 
AWARD 

It  has  now  been  seven  years  since  $1.8 
million  in  federal  economic  development 
funds  set  aside  for  the  Mission  came 
under  the  control  of  a coalition  of  Mis- 
sion non-profit  organizations  calling 
themselves  the  Mission  Armory  Founda- 
tion. Outside  of  a couple  of  loans  to  mem- 
bers of  the  coalition  not  one  dime  of  that 
money  has  been  put  to  use.  The  original 
intent  of  MAF  and  hence  its  name,  was 
to  buy  old  National  Guard  armory  at  14th 
and  Mission. 

What  was  not  apparent  to  MAF  at  first 
was  the  enormous  costs,  perhaps  as  much 
as  $20  million  in  developing  this  huge 
property.  The  discovery  of  asbestos  con- 
tamination, a one  or  two  million  dollar 
cleanup  job  and  damage  from  the  1989 
earthquake  added  on  to  the  price. 

Initially,  the  MAF  non-profits  worked 
in  partnership  with  Greg  Snazelle  of 
Snazelle  films  but  Snazelle  never  had  the 
mega-bucks  for  the  project  only  the  op- 
tion to  buy  which  he  eventually  relin- 
quished. MAF  spent  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  public  funds  over 
the  years  looking  into  one  scheme  after 
another.  Some  were  pretty  ridiculous.  In 
1990  August  Coppolla,  in  conjunction 
with  a French  media  conglomerate  called 
CLT,  proposed  turning  the  Armory  into 
the  Magic  Planet,  a combination  shop- 
ping mall  and  amusement  park,  complete 
with  a Magic  Cannon  ride.  The  balloon 
didn’t  go  up  on  this  one. 

The  city  has  periodically  threatened  to 
take  the  money  back  and  gave  MAF  dead- 
lines to  get  something  — anything  — roll- 


ing. MAF  has  repeatedly  asked  for  exten- 
sions on  the  deadlines  given  them  and  yet 
still  accomplished  nothing.  Beginning  in 
1992,  MAF  finally  began  to  see  the  light 
and  began  looking  into  projects  other 
than  the  Armory.  For  a while  MAF 
looked  into  buying  the  Redstone  Building 
at  16th  and  Capp  which  housed  the  offices 
of  Mission  Community  Legal  Defense  an 
organization  headed  by  MAF  president 
Alfredo  Rodriguez.  The  obvious  conflict 
of  interest  drew  sharp  but  unheeded 
criticism  from  the  public;  but,  MAF  only 
gave  up  on  the  idea  when  it  became  finan- 
cially unfeasible. 

Years  have  gone  by  while  the  $1.8  mil- 
lion gathers  dust  and  interest  in  the  vaults 
of  Wells  Fargo  Bank.  Businesses  in  the 
Mission  go  bust,  residents  continue  to  be 
underemployed  as  MAF  prepares  to 
enter  its  eighth  year  of  meetings  and 
deliberations. 

Their  story  is  the  same  as  it’s  always 
been  : We  can't  tell  you  anything  yet,  be- 
cause we’re  just  about  to  formalize  our 
development  plan.  The  News  has  learned 
that  the  development  plan  it  has  taken 
MAF  the  better  part  of  a decade  to  come 
up  with  a plan  that  consists  of  making  $1.2 
million  available  to  member  organizations 
to  purchase  real  estate  and  a $600,000 
home  ownership  loan  program.  Not  an 
especially  good  deal  for  the  taxpayers,  but 
if  it  gets  aprroved,  at  least  this  long  run- 
ning farce  is  over. 

MAF  members  are:  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation,  Mission  Lan- 
guage and  Vocational  School,  Centro 
Latino,  Arriba  Juntos,  Horizons  Un- 
limited, Mission  Economic  Development 
Corporation,  Mission  Education  Project, 
Mission  Hiring  Hall  and  Mission  Reading 
Clinic. 


PAID  CRIME  STUDY 

SEEKING  PARTICIPANTS  FOR  STUDY  OF  WOMEN  VICTIMIZED  BY 
VIOLENT  CRIME  WHO  HAVE  CHILDREN  7-16  ($15  PAID). 
CALL  SUZANNE  BEST,  M.A.  415-522-8996. 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE 
NEW  MISSION  NEWS 


( 


) 


WE  NEED  THE  MONEY 

$20  A YEAR  = 12  ISSUES 

MAIL  YOUR  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO: 

NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
777  VALENCIA  STREET 
S.F.,  CA.  94110 

NAME 

STREET  ADDRESS 
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By:  D.  Michael  Spero 


Do  It 
Yourself? 

Should  neighbors  do  things  for 
themselves,  or  should  we  try  making 
government  do  things  for  us?  Is  it  more 
effective  to  organize  volunteer  clean-ups, 
safety  patrols,  recreation  and  beautifica- 
tion programs  and  the  like?  Or  should 
we  put  the  same  energy  into  bombarding 
City  Hall  with  demands  for  street 
cleaners,  cops,  playground  workers  and 
gardeners?  Both  ways  have  their  up  and 
down  sides,  as  some  recent  Mission 
projects  show. 

At  Alioto  Mini-Park  (Why  didn’t  we 
change  this  name  when  we  were  changing 
Army  Street?),  neighbors  went  through  a 
long  process  of  meeting,  planning,  involv- 
ing the  community,  and  employing  local 
youngsters,  through  the  Conservation 
Corps  and  the  League  of  Urban  Gar- 
deners. Of  course,  city  money  was  in- 
volved, but  the  park  was  largely  driven  by 
a neighborhood  group  called  Pache 
Mama.  Organizing  the  park  brought  the 
neighborhood  together,  but  work  has 
been  slow,  and  the  playground  area 
remains  fenced  off,  inaccessible  to  local 
kids  after  nearly  two  years.  The  together- 
ness may  be  fading.  Would  it  have  been 
better  to  have  the  city  do  all  the  work? 

I’ve  been  thinking  about  that  park,  be- 
cause for  three  months  I’ve  been  heavily 


& am  at  the  Bryant  School  playground, 
between  22nd  and  23rd  Streets.  A small 
group  of  parents  and  neighbors  met  with 
Principal  Dahyana  Otero  and  made  plans 
to  open  the  yard,  which  had  been  locked 
for  several  years  because  of  gang  activity. 
Remembering  those  days,  school  staff  in- 
sist the  yard  must  be  supervised  any  time 
it  is  open. 

We  started  harassing  the  School  Dis- 
trict Building  and  Grounds  people  to 
replace  the  basketball  goals,  which  had 
been  removed.  A couple  of  dozen  calls, 
spurred  by  recreation  advocate  and  New 
Mission  News  columnist  Andy  Solow,  got 
the  District  to  do  the  work.  Further  pres- 
sure from  Solow,  Clif  Cox  and  others  got 
the  Recreation  and  Parks  Department  to 
contribute  two  dozen  soccer,  basket,  and 
volley  balls.  But  the  big  question  from  the 
beginning  has  been,  how  can  we  have  the 
yard  supervised,  with  lively  programs  that 
can  attract  youth  off  the  streets? 

We  began  along  the  volunteer  path. 
Parent  Roberto  Garcia  started  a soccer 
team  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings. 
I asked  the  Bryant  Peace  Patrol,  the  local 
neighborhood  walk  group,  to  commit  to 
covering  Fridays.  Other  neighbors,  Elias, 
Ann,  Tino,  Tony,  Dolores  and  Jose, 
agreed  to  help  other  times.  It’s  really  a 
pleasant,  inter-generational  place,  with 
little  kids,  teens,  young  adults,  and  mid- 
dle-agers  enjoying  the  evening  sun,  or  fog. 

But  how  far  can  we  go  with  all  volun- 
teers? There’s  a freedom  that  comes 
with  not  being  paid,  the  feeling  that  we 
own  this  project,  and  we  can  do  what  we 


want  as  long  as  the  school  agrees.  But  let’s 
face  it,  unpaid  help  may  burn  out  or  make 
other  commitments.  Every  little  im- 
provement costs  money,  and  volunteers 
usually  feel,  justly,  that  they’re  already 
contributing  enough.  And  why  shouldn’t 
someone  get  paid?  Better  we  get  the 
money  than  have  it  used  to  send 
bureaucrats  to  the  East  Coast  for  a new 
Housing  Director  or  School  Superinten- 
dent or  something.  (Although,  in  prac- 
tice, we’re  probably  competing  with  other 
useful  programs;  the  slush  funds  are 
safe.) 

We’ve  pushed  Recreation  and  Parks 
for  a part-time  staffer.  Recreation 
Director  Joel  Robinson’s  response  was: 
get  me  the  money  and  I’ll  assign  the 
worker.  Since  this  is  a safety  issue,  we’ve 
been  writing,  faxing  and  calling  the 
Mayor’s  Criminal  Justice  Office  to  re- 
quest/demand help  from  the  Mayor’s  Dis- 
cretionary Fund.  Solow  says  you  have  to 
"exceed  the  tolerance  level  of  the 
bureaucracy,"  make  their  lives  so 
miserable  with  an  outpouring  of  com- 
munity anger,  that  they  throw  you  the 
money  and  scream,  "Go  away!"  Although 
Director  Katherine  Feinstein  has  never 
returned  our  calls,  Melba  Maldonado  of 
the  Neighborhood  Empowerment  Pro- 
gram came  through  with  some  money 
from  her  budget,  and  we’re  going  to  get 
our  staffer,  according  to  Flynn  Bradley, 
project  manager  at  the  Mayor’s  Criminal 
J ustice  Council.  Now  we  have  to  integrate 
Recreation  and  Parks  with  the  activists 
who  started  the  program.  We  don’t  want 
to  lose  the  community  energy  we’ve  built. 


We  want  some  input  in  the  hiring, 
cooperation  with  the  staff  in  setting  up  the 
program,  and  support  for  the  efforts  of 
our  volunteers. 

Do-it-yourself  and  squeeze-the- 
goverament  organizing  are  both  neces- 
sary. Government  can’t  pick  up  all  the 
trash  or  maintain  police  presence  on 
every  corner.  We  have  to  take  some 
responsibility  for  our  own  communities. 
In  the  long  run,  though,  there  has  to  be 
some  reliable  input  of  resources,  and  that 
usually  means  government.  We  need  ac- 
tive neighbors  leading,  then  getting  a lit- 
tle government  help,  to  make  this  society 
work.  It’s  very  much  the  same  with 
economic  development,  the  hot  issue  in 
the  Mission  now.  Do  we  try  to  bring  in 
large  companies  or  government  institu- 
tions, then  mau-mau  them  to  give  our 
people  some  jobs?  Or  do  we  try  to  build 
up  our  own  indigenous  business?  Again, 
we  need  to  do  both,  but  I believe  our  local 
economy  has  to  come  first. 

The  pitfalls  of  relying  on  government 
were  made  clear  this  month  when  School 
Superintendent  Bill  Rojas  transferred 
Principal  Otero  to  Thomas  Edison 
School  on  Guerrero.  Bryant  staff  and 
parent  reaction  ranges  from  upset  to  out- 
done. Neighbors  are  also  hurt;  Bryant 
has  become  a real  community  resource 
under  Otero’s  leadership.  That’s  the 
problem  with  government;  just  when  you 
get  something  good  going,  they  take  it 
away. 

The  Bryant  community  plan  to  keep 
our  good  thing  going,  though.  Come 
check  us  out. 


ROOMS  $370-390  MONTH  INCLUDES  UTILITIES 


Clean.  Renovated  Room  With  Kitchenettes.  Ceiling  Fans. 

Laundry  Facilities.  Market  & Cafe  Downstairs 
Easy  Access  To  Transportation 
Pleasant  Potrero  District  Location 


730  22nd  St.  At  3rd  St  824-3600 


TEST  YOUR 

RECYCLING  KNOWLEDGE 


1)  The  Glass  In  Your  Apple  Juice 
Bottle  Can  Date  Back  To: 

a)  1994 

b)  1960 

c)  The  Gold  Rush 

2)  Which  Of  The  Following  Are  Recyclable? 

a)  Aluminum  Foil 

b)  Mouthwash  Bottles 

c)  Junk  Mail 

d)  All  of  the  Above 

3)  The  Average  Aluminum  Can  Contains: 

a)  5%  Recycled  Content 

b)  25%  Recycled  Content 

c)  55%  Recycled  Content 

4)  You  Can  Cut  Your  Junk  Mail  By: 

a)  10% 

b)  25% 

c)  50%  Or  More 

For  hundreds  of  other  facts  and  tips,  call 
554-6193  today  for  your  FREE  copy  of  the 
new  San  Francisco  Recycling  Guide. 

Offer  limited  to  San  Francisco  residents. 

San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 

A Program  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 


liiylitstonc's  Workwenr 


1696  VALENCIA  (AT  MISSION) 

282-1243 

SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 
MON-FRI  9:30 -6:30  SAT  10:00  - 6:00 

COMPARE  OUR  PRICES 


1UV  /C  UU  1 I Ul> 

MADE  IN  THE  USA 


100%  COTTON 
6 STYLES 


LARGEST  SELECTION  OF  WORK  WEAR 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA  FOR  OVER  FIFTY  YEARS! 
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Former  Giant  hurler  Vida  Blue  makes  an  anti  - AIDS  pitch  at  Everet  School 
Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


A GIANT  EFFORT 


T'he  San  Francisco  Giants  went  to 
bat  for  HIV\AIDS  awareness  in  June, 
teaming  up  with  The  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  Districts  School  Health 
Programs  Department  to  provide  young 
people  with  effective  HIV\AIDS  educa- 
tion. Throughout  the  month  present  and 
former  Giants  players  visited  local  middle 
and  high  schools  in  an  effort  to  inform 
kids  about  not  only  HIV\AIDS  preven- 
tion, but  also  about  counseling  programs 
for  young  people  infected  with  this  dis- 
ease. 

Hall  of  Famer  Vida  Blue  (pictured 
above)  came  to  Everett  Middle  School  to 
speak,  answer  questions,  and  give  away 


buttons  and  information  cards  to  those  in 
attendance.  Realizing  that  the  vehicle  of 
the  message  is  often  as  important  than  the 
message  itself,  the  Giants  believe  young 
minds  more  stimulated  when  confronted 
by  their  heroes. 

The  Giants  are  among  the  leaders  in 
the  sports  industry  in  supporting 
HIV\AIDS  awareness  programs  at  the 
community  level.  They  hope  to  make  this 
and  their  groundbreaking  "Until  There’s 
a Cure  Day"  benefit  game  yearly  events, 
details  of  which  to  be  divulged  by  the 
Giants  at  a later  date.  For  more  informa- 
tion contact  Larry  Chew  at  415\330-2444. 

Kurt  Bier 


TF2  WANTS  YOU 


Do  you  wonder  about  the 
prevalence  of  tobacco  advertisements  in 
the  Mission?  Would  you  like  to  reclaim 
our  community’s  public  space  from  the 
tobacco  conglomerates  intrusive 
placards?  If  so,  The  Tobacco  Free  Task 
Force  (TF2)  could  use  your  assistance. 

TF2,  organized  through  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys  Club,  is  looking  for  volunteers 
to  help  with  this  year’s  tobacco  awareness 
project. 

This  project  is  not  a strict  polemic 
against  tobacco  use,  but  seeks  more  to 
inform  residents  about  the  nature  of 
tobacco  advertising  and  to  empower  the 
community  by  revealing  how  we  can  alter 
the  environment  in  which  we  live. 

The  project  will  begin  with  a survey  of 
ads  in  the  Mission,  who  is  targeted  and 
why,  followed  by  a discussion  of  possible 
courses  of  action.  The  ultimate  goal  is  a 
complete  and  implemented  public  policy 
concerning  tobacco  advertising. 


TF2  would  like  proportionate  num- 
bers of  young  people  and  adults  as  advo- 
cates, thus  realizing  the  power  of  a united 
community  in  confronting  common  con- 
cerns. 

This  is  the  second  year  that  TF2  has 
addressed  advertising  and  its  disparate 
impact  on  diverse  communities.  A study 
by  TF2  last  year  revealed  that  tobacco 
billboards  comprise  60%  of  the  billboard 
advertising  in  African  American  com- 
munities, 40%  in  the  Mission,  and  only 
30%  in  the  rest  of  the  city. 

TF2  receives  its  funding  from  revenue 
generated  by  Prop.  99,  granted  to  it  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health. 

Training  sessions  for  volunteers  begin 
June  29,  held  periodically  after  that,  and 
last  about  three  hours. 

For  more  information  contact  Rachel 
Rosenbloom  at  The  Columbia  Park  Boys 
Club  at  861-  8232. 

Kurt  Bier 


BICYCLE  EMPOWERMENT 


F or  those  of  you  who  use  bicycles 
to  travel  about  the  city,  who  put  up  with 
the  detritus  of  urban  commuting,  its  con- 
gestion, pollution,  and  aggression,  and 
who  feel  unappreciated  by  the  powers 
that  be  for  not  contributing  to  this  blight, 
be  heartened,  the  San  Francisco  Depart- 
ment of  Parking  and  Traffic  has  officially 
enfranchised  you. 

The  DPT  has  rigged  traffic  actuated 
signals  throughout  the  city  to  respond  to 
you,  more  specifically  your  bicycle,  allow- 
ing you  to  influence  red  lights  to  turn 
green.  It  works  the  same  way  for  bicycles 
as  for  cars;  a loop  of  wire  in  the  street 
senses  the  presence  of  a mass  of  metsl, 
passes  this  info  on  to  a switching 
mechanism  which  is  then  more  likely  to 
align  red  and  green  in  your  favor. 


Traffic  signals  equipcd 
to  do  this  will  have  a logo 
(pictured  here),  which 
looks  like  a bicyclist  on 
sitck,  on  the  pavement  in 
front  of  them,  you  must 
stop  with  the  wheels  of  your 
bicycle  on  top  of  the  white 

0 lines  on  either  side  of  the 
logo.  The  signal  will 
change  anywhere  from  3 
seconds  to  one  minute  after 
you  stop.  Pressing  the 
pedestrian  button  will  have 
no  effect  just  as  we’ve  al- 
ways suspected.  For  infor- 
mation call  Peter  Tannen,  San  Francisco 
Bicycle  Coordinator  at  (415)  554-2351. 


HIBERNIAN  INTERLUDE 


On  a history  walk  through  the  Mission  last  month,  Mayor  Jordan  stopped  by  the  Doyre 
Club  to  chat  with  an  old  friend,  legendary  publican  Pat  Nolan.  Despite  the  defection 
from  the  Jordan  camp  of  the  Dovre’s  broadest  barfly,  Warren  Hinckle,  the  Mayor  got  a 
warm  welcome.  But  it  would  be  nice  if  Nolan  changed  the  Jordan  for  Mayor  sign  in  the 
window  which  has  gotten  kind  beat  up  and  yellowed  in  the  last  four  years.  Photo  by 
Eugene  Kettner. 


COMMUNITY  MEETINGS  IN  JULY 


Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force 

Committee  reports  from  Health,  So- 
cial Services  and  Homelessness;  Public 
Safety;  Youth,  Education,  and  Recrea- 
tion; Economic  and  Employment 
Development.  Mission  Playground 
Recreation  Center,  3555  19th  Street, 
Thursday  July  6 at  7 pm. 

16th  Street  Neighbourhood  Association 
Planning  and  preparation  for  the  up- 
coming Business  Forum  and  3rd  Annual 
October  Celebration.  Centro  del  Pueblo, 
474  Valencia,  Thursday  July  13  at  8:30  am 
and  Thursday  July  27  at  6 pm. 

Edison  School  Community  Meeting 
Meet  new  Principal  Dahyana  Otero; 
discuss  future  hopes  for  the  Edison  Com- 
munity. Edison  School,  3531 22nd  Street, 
Wednesday  July  12  at  6 pm. 

Small  Business  Workshop 

Hands-on,  "let’  do  it"  workshop  for 
small  businesses.  Sponsored  by  the  16th 
Street  Neighborhood  Association. 


Spanish  and  Chinese  translation.  Maria 
Alicia  Apts.,  3090 16th  St.,  Tuesday  July  25 
at  2 pm. 

Enterprise  Community  "Benchmark" 

Establish  the  measure  of  Enterprise 
Community’s  progress  regarding  Educa- 
tion and  Training,  Public  Safety  and 
Human  Services.  Horace  Mann  School, 
820  Valencia,  Wednesday  July  5 at  6:30pm. 

Final  Enterprise  Community  Meeting 
Last  meeting  for  Mission  residents  to 
decide  the  priorities  and  projects  to  be 
funded  and  implemented.  Horace  Mann 
School,  820  Valencia,  Tuesday  July  11  at 
6:30  pm. 

Review  of  Bicycle  Plan  and  Route  Map 

How  to  make  San  Francisco  a bicycle 
town;  Copies  of  the  draft  Bicycle  Plan  are 
available  for  $9.00  at  SF  DPT  offices  at  25 
Van  Ness,  #345;  or  call  415-554-2300  for 
more  information.  Women’s  Building, 
3543  18th  Street,  Tuesday  July  11  at  7:30 
pm. 


Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824-3494 

Open  Eveiyday 

11:00-11:00 

No  chemicals,  no  hormones 
Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 

I NCOOPORAl  (O 


1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 


OUTSTANDING 


SELECTION  OF 
ORGANICALLY 
GROWN  FRUITS 
AND 

VEGETABLES 

AT 

AFFORDABLE 

PRICES 


Kurt  Bier 
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THE  COCONUT 
CHRONICLES 

PART  IV 

THE  GREAT  WHITE  NOVEL 


ART  FROM  THE 
HEART  HEALS 


by  Cecilia  Berber 

1 en  years  ago  I left  a stable  job  to 
be  a writer.  I did  it  because  I didn’t  want 
to  one  day  retire  with  the  realization  of  all 
the  time  wasted  in  a job  that  had  nothing 
to  do  with  me.  Writing  was  what  I really 
wanted  to  do,  because  it  was  part  of 
reclaiming  who  I was. 

I lived  in  a tenement  with  a shared 
bathroom,  and  wrote  eight,  nine,  ten 
hours  a day.  I worked  as  little  possible, 
and  I loved  my  life.  In  that  time  I’ve 
written  almost  ten  books,  mostly  fiction. 

Some  time  ago,  an  uncomfortable 
realization  came  to  me:  the  stories  I was 
writing  were  white.  I mean,  my  characters 
were  white,  they  lived  in  a white  town,  and 
their  problems  were  the  problems  of  a 
white  middle-class. 

It’s  not  really  surprising.  Most  of  what 
I read  was  by  white  people.  My  educa- 
tion was  white,  I studied  the  literature  of 
old  white  men.  There  wasn’t  even  a Latin 
American  Literature  class  offered  at  the 
university  I attended,  and  if  there  had 
been,  it  probably  wouldn’t  have  occurred 
to  me  to  take  it. 

I was  unsettled  by  my  dawning  realiza- 
tion. It  pointed  to  something  enormously 
unhealed  in  me.  I talked  to  a writing 
teacher  about  it.  She  told  me  I should 
start  writing  stories  about  my  cultural 
heritage,  that  I was  certain  to  fmd  it  a 
wealth  of  inspiration. 

My  reaction  was  resistance.  I was  just 
getting  good  at  writing  white  stories,  and 
besides,  I wasn’t  at  any  loss  for  inspira- 
tion. Worst  of  all,  I didn’t  think  I had  any 


interesting  stories  to  tell  about  my  back- 
ground. I’d  had  a very  bland,  sheltered 
childhood  and  was  completely  out  of 
touch  with  my  heritage. 

But  the  result  of  that  conversation  did 
have  an  effect  on  my  writing:  I began 
putting  Latin  and  Black  characters  into 
my  stories.  It  was  a start.  And  deep  in- 
side, I began  working  on  the  problem.  As 
the  years  went  by  I became  more  dissatis- 
fied with  my  "white"  products.  I knew  I 
wasn’t  writing  my  story. 

A fellow  writer  at  a party  once  told  me, 
"You’ve  been  writing  from  the  humor. 
Why  don’t  you  write  from  the  pain?" 

I was  stunned  that  she  had  been  able 
to  see  through  my  humor.  And  I decided 
to  try  what  she  suggested. 

I did  a story  based  on  the  murders  of 
prostitutes  in  Oakland  in  1987.  My  main 
character  was  a Latina,  an  ex-hooker  and 
junkie  in  recovery  who  goes  back  on  the 
street  to  find  the  killer. 

Although  I had  always  found  my  writ- 
ing to  be  fulfilling,  this  piece  was  exciting 
and  challenging.  I think  the  setting  being 
real,  and  the  plot  dealing  with  actual  mur- 
ders gives  the  book  a color  and  realism 
my  former  mysteries  lacked.  Most  impor- 
tantly, it  was  another  step  closer  to  my 
heart. 

I find  gifts  from  the  deeper  self  are  the 
richest  of  all.  Mining  them  is  difficult  and 
slow,  but  worth  the  effort  in  the  end.  It’s 
about  self-confrontation  and  coming  out 
of  denial. 

My  teacher  was  right,  my  Mexican 
heritage  is  a wealth  of  inspiration.  All 
that  stands  in  the  way  is  my  thinking  I 
don’t  have  a story  to  tell. 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Headshots  for  Actors 

PASSPORT  PHOTOS  $9.95  PLUS  TAX 
FOR  FOUR  V X 2’  PRINTS 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing. 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs. 

• Dark  Room  Supplies. 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 Movies 
onto  Video  Cassettes. 

1 089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 0 
(415)641-8396 


Members  of  the  "Art  from  the  Heart  Heals"  workshop.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


by  Clif  Cox 

"Our  art  has  always  been  the  art  of  the 
people...For  art  is,  and  must  always 
remain,  a living  part  of  the  community  to 
which  it  belongs."  - Kwame  Nkrumah 

Al  unique  group  of  HIV-positive  ar- 
tists transformed  a Market  Street  office 
into  a beautiful  and  exciting  art  gallery 
May  26.  The  walls,  tables  and  desks  were 
packed  with  watercolors,  drawings, 
prints,  sculptures,  and  even  a display  of 
shoes.  The  crowd  of  over  150  people, 
including  San  Francisco  Art  Commis- 
sioners and  Mission  district  activists, 
were  delighted  with  the  high  quality  of  the 
work  and  the  quantity  of  the  food.  It  was 
amazing  how  so  few  people  had  managed 
to  transform  the  white  and  functional 
Shanti  office  into  a place  of  art  and 
beauty,  using  only  pieces  of  textiles,  push 
pins,  and  our  own  works  of  art. 

All  exhibitors  were  students  in  a uni- 
que drawing  workshop  called  "Art  from 
the  Heart  Heals."  Artist  Robert 
Raeburn  and  Shanti  Activities  Coor- 
dinator Joanne  Molina  started  Art  from 
the  Heart  in  February  with  only  two  stu- 
dents. Their  goal  is  to  provide  a positive 
work  space  for  HIV- AIDS  people  and 
others.  The  class  promotes  self-esteem 
and  independence,  to  help  heal  the  souls 


of  the  sometimes  troubled  students. 
Many  of  these  artists  live  on  incomes  less 
than  $600  per  month  and  have  battered 
immune  systems,  with  very  few  places  to 
be  creative  or  productive.  Art  from  the 
Heart  is  filling  a definite  need;  the  class 
has  grown  to  16  people. 

The  class  meets  Tuesday  mornings  in 
Shanti’s  office  on  Market.  Shanti  is  put- 
ting a good  foot  forward  to  help  with  the 
constantly  growing  needs  of  all  San  Fran- 
cisco HIV- AIDS  people,  but  the  class- 
room is  shared  for  many  Shanti  functions, 
limiting  the  artists’  choices  of  materials 
and  the  amount  of  class  time.  Students 
can’t  be  messy,  and  every  artist  knows 
what  an  unfair  restriction  neatness  is. 
Students  can’t  use  paints  that  might  leave 
fumes  in  the  office. 

Despite  the  limitations.  Art  from  the 
Heart  Heals  has  grown  to  16  members 
producing  high-quality  art.  At  the  show, 
every  artist  sold  at  least  one  work,  which 
makes  a big  difference  when  you’re  living 
on  disability.  Now  Art  from  the  Heart  is 
appealing  to  the  community  for  a 
donated  space  to  do  painting,  drawing, 
photography  and  ceramics.  The  pro- 
gram also  need  donations  of  money, 
paper,  canvases,  acrylic  paints,  water- 
colors,  chalks  and  easels.  If  some  per- 
son, organization  or  angel  could  make  our 
goals  a reality,  please  call  Clif  at  647- 
2005. 


ST.  LUKE’S 

NEIGHBORHOOD  CLINIC 

We  treat  you 
like  family 

Low  Cost  Medical  Care 

• Medical  clinic  for  children  and  adults 
• Low  cost  sliding  fee  scale  for 
patients  with  no  health  insurance 
• Medi-Cal  and  Medicare  welcome 

Special  Services  for  Women 

• Offering  a full  range  of  health  services  for  women 
• Free  pregnancy  testing 

• Free  pregnancy  education  classes  for  Medi-Cal  patients 
• Free  referrals  to  private  doctors  at  St.  Luke’s 

Helping  with  Medi-Cal 

If  you  are  a patient  at  the  Neighborhood  Clinic,  we  can  help  you 
get  Medi-Cal  benefits. 

Call  Today  for  an  Appointment 

Same  day  appointments  may  be  available.  Most  appointments 
within  one  week  of  calling. 

Call  (415)  641-6500  to  make  an  appointment 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

here  was  a time  when  "girl"  was 
used  instead  of  children  to  describe  young 
people,  female  and  male.  Ever  since  I 
found  that  out  I’ve  wondered  why  that 
changed  and  then  wondered  what  original 
reality  the  word’s  concept  symbolizes.  It 
could  imply  that  all  people  were  her- 
maphrodites. Perhaps  this  could  mean 
there  was  a time  when  all  children  were 
female,  thereby  implying  all  people  were 
women. 

"Woman"  has  also  changed  over  time. 
The  word  used  to  be  "womon"  indicating 
the  relationship  between  women  and  the 
moon.  The  nature  of  that  ancient 
relationship  has  been  stolen  from  us, 
though  some  of  us  continue  working  to 
recreate  the  myths  from  the  few  remain- 
ing fragments.  For  a long  time  I thought 
"women"  came  into  usage  as  a reflection 
of  changes  indicated  by  such  stories  as 
Adam  and  Eve  in  which  Eve  is  said  to  have 
come  from  the  rib  of  Adam.  Of  course,  I 
don’t  like  this  story  and  all  its  usual  im- 
plications of  a woman  not  being  whole  and 
underscoring  the  misogynistic  arrogance 
of  relegating  a woman  to  a part,  a fraction 
of  a man. 

Recently  though,  my  mother  gave  me 
a different  view  of  the  Adam  and  Eve 
story.  I hate  to  admit  this  but  one  of  my 
uncles  (not  blood;  married  into  the  fami- 
ly) is  a far  right  Christian  and  a rabid 
sexist.  He  made  the  mistake  of  saying  to 
my  mother  that  Eve  was  made  from  Adam 
to  serve  him  and,  by  genealogical  ex- 
trapolation, all  women  created  to  serve 
men.  At  which  point  good  oP  mom  took 
umbrage  and  pointed  out  to  him  that  Eve 
came  from  Adam’s  rib,  not  his  foot,  not 


his  head  but  from  his  side  thereby  creating 
woman  equal  in  stature  as  a partner. 

Of  course  at  this  point  some  of  my 
mother’s  limitations  are  also  apparent 
since  she  doesn’t  know  about  Lilith  who 
was  created  prior  to  Adam  or  Eve  and  was 
actually  equal  in  stature  to  God.  How- 
ever, she  reputed  God  in  favor  of  a 
relationship  with  Eve  who  was  so  inspired 
by  Lilith  that  she  deigned  to  eat  the  apple 
of  wiccan  knowledge.  Lilith  left  the  Gar- 
den of  Eden  by  her  own  will  realizing  that 
the  menage-a-trois  of  two  patriarchs  and 
one  woman  was  going  to  lead  to  no  good. 
Eve  stayed  on  hoping  that  she  could 
change  things  which  is  why  she  ate  from 
the  Tree  of  Knowledge.  God  got  angry, 
Adam  wimped  out  and  Eve  decided  to  go 
with  Adam,  although  I have  to  say  I don’t 
understand  why  she  would  miss  the  op- 
portunity to  go  off  in  search  of  Lilith. 

I suppose  that’s  because  I’m  a lesbian 
woman/womon.  Actually,  that’s  not  the 
reason  I don’t  understand.  I don’t  under- 
stand because  the  whole  story  has  been 
purposely  destroyed  since  people  came 
into  patriarch  age.  Everything  about 
herstory  has  been  shattered  into  a million 
shards.  We  have  become  separated  from 
our  ancestry,  stories,  cultural  hera-tage. 
For  example,  I’m  usually  tagged  as  a les- 
bian which  is  why  these  days  I’m  starting 
to  say  I’m  a lesbian  womon.  Lesbian  says 
I’m  something  other  than  a womon.  Not 
really.  I am  a womon  and  leaving  that 
word  out  of  the  phrase  "lesbian  womon" 
separates  me,  no  doubt  intentionally, 
from  other  women,  makes  me  other, 
apart.  By  connotation  lesbians  are  driven 
from  the  whole  of  womon,  defined  in  such 
a way  as  to  imply  that  because  I am  sexual 
with  women,  that  I am  more  man  than 
woman.  Nope,  no  way.  I am  the  same  as 


’Present  this  Ad  to  receive  special  price. 


CHIROPRACTIC  CARE  is  preventative  maintenance. 

Its  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  its  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90  j r 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 


every  other  woman  in  my  power,  spirit  and 
heart.  These  elements  are  what  originally 
connected  us  to  the  moon  which  has  the 
capacity  to  move  oceans. 

I’m  sure  that’s  why  words  change  from 
original  meanings  and  spellings.  Lan- 
guage has  the  power  of  symbolic  magic 
which  is  probably  why  the  Bible’s  creation 
myth  has  Adam  obsessively  naming  every- 
thing. It  symbolizes  his  "power  over"  all 
other  creatures,  including  women.  Yet 
his  is  a false  power  because  no  man  has 
yet  figured  out  how  to  obliterate  our  true 


origins.  The  memories  are  carried  in  our 
blood  even,  if  the  genes  have  gotten 
screwed  up  somewhat.  So,  now,  there  are 
girls  and  boys  rather  than  just  girls. 

A lesbian  is  still  a woman  and  a womon 
is  still  connected  with  the  moon  which  has 
the  power  to  move  oceans,  influence  the 
people  and  cause  women  to  menstruate. 
If  we  remember  our  origins  we  will  dis- 
cover the  knowledge  that  we  are  whole. 
Then  we  will  become  ourselves,  the  Gar- 
den will  be  restored  and  Lilith  will  return. 


GATEWAY 

Virtues 


NATURAL  FOODS  & SPIRITS 

3101  - 24th  Street,  S.F.  • 282-91 55 

A mini-supermarket  serving  all 
of  the  Mission's  diverse  life  styles! 
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Cigarettes 

always  $2. 50/pack 


FRESH  ORGANIC  PRODUCE 
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MAGIC  KINGDOM 
MANGLES  MATOAKAH 


"Her  education  hath  bin  rude,  her  man- 
ners barbarous,  her  generation,  accursed, 
and  so  discrepant  in  all  nurtriture  from  my 
selfe. 

Sound  like  a guy  in  love  with  you? 
This  is  the  language  English  colonist,  John 
Rolfe,  used  to  describe  his  young  wife 
known  to  the  English  as  Pocahontas  (ac- 
cording to  historical  accounts,  fear  of 
losing  her  soul  dictated  that  she  never 
reveal  her  true  name,  Matoakah,  to  non- 
Indians). 

Matoakah  was  a twelve  year  old  child 
when  her  tribe,  the  Algonquin  Powhatan 
people,  first  came  into  contact  with  white 
settlers  at  the  Virginian  colony  of  James- 
town. Yet,  Disney’s  new,  animated  fea- 
ture Pocahontas,  portrays  the  child  with 
ample-bosom,  licentious  and  twenty- 
something. Their  Matoakah  caricature  is 
risquely  clad  in  a suggestive,  thigh-high, 
off-the-shoulder  buckskin.  Rumor  has  it 
that  the  Disney  artists  used  a Polynesian 
model  to  pose  for  the  character  because 
they  were  unable  to  locate  an  Indian 
woman  who  possessed  the  exotic  beauty 
they  sought.  Producer,  James  Pentecost 
says  "The  film  is  an  animated  musical  so 
everything  has  heightened  reality.  It’s  not 
a documentary  so  it’s  not  looking  to  be 
accurate...." 

Although  Indian  actors  did  the  "voice- 
overs" for  certain  characters,  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Disney  Creative  Team  feel 
there  should  have  been  more  Indian  invol- 
vement in  all  aspects  of  the  project.  Actor 
James  Fall,  for  instance,  comments  "I  per- 
sonally wouldn’t  have  made  her  dress  so 
short,  or  with  just  one  shoulder  strap.  It’s 
going  to  be  funny  to  Indian  people."  In- 
deed. A woman,  as  provocative  as  the 
scantily-clad  Disney  Pocahontas, 
wouldn’t  have  stood  much  of  a chance 
maintaining  her  virtue  or  even  surviving 
the  feral  wilderness  of  17th  century  Vir- 
ginia. Yet  Disney  relies  on  the  old 


stereotype  of  the  "corn-fed  Indian  prin- 
cess" to  define  the  character 

Chum  ash  activist,  Monique  Sono- 
quie,  attended  the  Los  Angeles  premiere 
of  the  animated  feature.  She  was  shocked 
by  the  film’s  overt  sexuality.  "Ridiculous," 


Disney’s  rendition  of  Pocahontas,  histori- 
cally age  12,  portrayed  as  a ’twenty-something 
sexpot’ 

she  laughed.  "The  storyline  is  a typical 
’white-father  savior’  theme;  however  the 
primary  focus  is  on  the  two  main  charac- 
ters and  their  sexual  attraction.  Pocahon- 
tas is  appallingly  large-breasted  and  is 
seen  crawling  through  the  bushes  animal- 
like with  her  dress  up  around  her  thighs. 
She  and  Smith  roll  around  on  top  of  one 
another,  and  share  passionate  kisses, 
pressing  their  bodies  close  together. 
What  kind  of  children’s  film  is  this?  The 
only  true  aspects  of  the  story  are  the 
names,  Pocahontas  and  John  Smith.  They 
could  have  done  a fairy  tale  without  using 
those  names.  This  does  not  help  to  edu- 
cate children  about  Indians  at  all." 

Russell  Means,  the  voice  of  Wahun- 
sonacock,  disagrees.  He  claims  Pocahon- 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A dean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  evety  day  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


cEs  ud.  Inmigrante  o refugiado? 

y 

6Tiene  ud.  el  VIH  o SIDA? 

6Tiene  preguntas  sobre  su  estado 
legal? 

Nuestro  proyecto  no  esta  afectado 
por  la  Proposicion  187.  Nosotros 
no  damos  ningun  nombre  al  INS 
(MIGRA).  Nuestros  servicios  son 
confidenciales. 

LLAME: 

Al  Proyecto  para  los 
Inmigrantes  con  HIV 

iAsistencia  legal  gratuita! 
(415)  267-0795 
Lunes  a Jueves 
entre  la  1 :30  y las  4:00  p.m. 


Are  you  an  immigrant  or  refugee? 
and 

Do  you  have  HIV  or  AIDS? 

Do  you  have  questions  about  your 
legal  status? 

Our  project  is  not  affected  by 
Proposition  187.  We  are  not  re- 
quired nor  will  we  give  any  names 
to  the  INS.  Our  services  are  con- 
fidential. 

CALL: 

The  Immigrant  HIV 
Assistance  Project 

Free  legal  Assistance! 

(415)  267-0795 
Monday  to  Thursday 
between  1 :30  and  4:00  p.m. 


The  real  Pocahontas,  age  21,  painted  in 
1616  in  England,  nine  years  after  she  met  John 
Smith 


tas  is  "the  fmest  movie  to  ever  come  out  of 
Hollywood  about  Indian  people."  Means 
sites  other  films  that  he  believes  favorably 
portray  Indians.  Little  Big  Man , The  Out- 
law Jos  ie  Wales  and,  predictably,  The  Last 
of  the  Mohicans.  Means  had  a starring 
role  in  Mohicans. 

Likewise,  Irene  Bedard,  the  voice  of 
Pocahontas,  says  the  film  is  important. 
"It’s  all  about  working  with  your  imagina- 
tion," said  the  native  actress.  Bedard  is 
best  known  for  her  portrayal  of  Mary 
Brave  Bird  in  the  film  version  of  the  book, 
Lakota  Woman.  After  that  slice  of  reality, 
you  would  need  a lot  of  imagination  to 
take  Pocahontas  seriously. 

The  facts  are,  that  after  rescuing  John 
Smith,  Matoakah  was  kidnapped  by  the 
English  and  held  captive  for  several  years 
in  an  effort  to  control  the  fierce 
Powhatans  through  her  father  and  the 
tribe’s  chief,  Wahunsonacock.  During 
her  hostaledge,  she  was  force-fed  Chris- 


tianity and  taken  in  marriage  by  John 
Rolfe,  a plantationist  who  saw  the  inter- 
marriage of  the  two  races  as  a way  to 
solicit  loyalty  and  protection  from  the  In- 
dians. The  European  immigrants,  ill- 
equipped  to  survive  the  wilderness, 
needed  the  assistance  of  the  natives  to 
sustain  themselves.  Without  their  sup- 
port, the  colonists  would  certainly  have 
perished. 

Yet,  they  were  unwilling  to  humble 
themselves  and  brought  with  them  their 
centuries-old  systems  of  class  which  they 
immediately  implemented  in  their  new 
society.  Regardless  of  the  fact  that  the 
Indians  had  saved  their  English  butts,  they 
were  deemed  inferior,  and  that  was  that. 
In  1609,  official  documents  record  their 
plans  to  kidnap  tribal  children  and  edu- 
cate them  "in  the  true  religion  and  civile 
course  of  life..."  (Kirkpatrick  Sales,  Con- 
quest of  Paradise). 

Since  marriage  between  savage  and 
civilian  was  unheard  of,  John  Rolfe  was 
compelled  to  offer  an  explanation  for  his 
union  with  Pocahontas.  His  was  a mar- 
riage of  convenience,  undertaken  "for  the 
goode  of  the  plantation  and  the  honour  of 
our  country."  Still,  she  must  have  been  a 
popular  curiosity  among  the  continental 
set.  Rolfe  took  her  to  England  and 
presented  her  at  court  in  1616  where  she 
contracted  smallpox  and  died  in  1617. 
She  was  22  years  old. 

Pocahontas  promises  to  be  another 
lucrative  box  office  smash  for  Disney. 
Her  tawny,  tawdry  countenance  already 
greets  us  in  every  market,  clothing  and  toy 
store.  Her  name  emblazoned  on  T-shirts, 
lunch  boxes  and  hoola-hoops  is  on  the  tip 
of  every  child’s  tongue.  Unfortunately, 
the  "true  essence"  of  this  woman  will 
probably  be  lost  for  generations  of 
children  to  come;  replaced  instead  with 
history  according  to  the  Magic  Kingdom. 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 


deserve  the  best? 

• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

* Multicultural  Population 

• Family  Involvement 

• Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


I 

CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 


PAGE  16  NEW  MISSION  JULY  MAY  1995 


THE  EXPANDING  VENUE 


The  work  of  Calixto  Robles  will  be  on  display  at  the  Latin  American  Gallery  this  month. 


by  Stett  Holbrook 

T he  Mission  District  has  long  been 
home  to  many  Bay  Area  artists,  and  now 
with  the  opening  of  two  new  galleries,  the 
Mission  is  becoming  an  even  stronger  arts 
community. 

FOUR  WALLS 

Located  in  a building  that  began  as  a 
firehouse  in  1878,  Four  Walls  gallery  is  a 
new  art  space  that  seeks  to  bridge  two 
seemingly  incompatible  worlds— the  alter- 
native and  the  commercial.  Gallery 
Director  J ulie  Deamer  was  hesitant  to  call 
the  work  she  will  show  at  Four  Wall  avant- 
garde , "but  it’s  definitely  not  traditional," 
she  explained.  "It  has  to  have  an  edge." 

If  the  gallery’s  first  exhibition  was  any 
indication.  Four 

Walls  promises  to  offer  original  work 
with  a razor  sharp  edge.  Brian  Storts’ 
"Visual  Theater"  presented  a large  scale 
interactive  installation,  works  on  paper 
and  eerie  "paint-by-numbers"  collages. 
Most  striking  was  the  sprawling  installa- 
tion which  was  a world  unto  itself.  Trim 
borders  of  real  flowers  and  dirt,  a white 
fence  and  small  Victorian  homes  ringed 
in  a seething  scene  of  ghoulish  battery- 
operated  toys  groping,  creaking,  devour- 
ing and  spinning  amid  a sordid 
post-apocalyptic  mess.  It  was  as  if  the 
sewers  of  late  capitalist  consumerism  had 
finally  backed  up  and  sent  the  offal  lap- 
ping against  the  very  picket  fences 
designed  to  keep  it  all  out.  On  the  final 
day  of  the  exhibition  the  entire  scene  of 
playful  mutants  was  auctioned  off  for 
those  who  wanted  a piece  of  the  chaos. 

The  next  show  at  Four  Walls,  called  "3 
Independents,"  will  feature  a collabora- 
tive installation  by  "two  exhibitionist  and 
one  voyeur."  Guests  at  the  opening  recep- 


tion on  the  Fourth  of  July  will  enjoy  hot 
dogs  and  beer  and  have  "traditional  good- 
time American  fun  while  celebrating  ar- 
tistic freedom." 

Gallery  Director  Deamer  has  big 
plans  for  the  new  gallery.  In  addition  to  a 
full  schedule  of  upcoming  exhibits,  she 
hopes  to  bring  in  artists  from  outside  the 
state  through  national  exchanges, 
promote  her  artists  work  and  gallery  on 
the  Internet  and  even  produce  a Four 
Walls  fanzine  that  will  feature  upcoming 
events  and  artists.  Undoubtedly,  Four 
Walls  will  be  a place  to  watch. 

LATIN  AMERICAN 
GALLERY 

Exhibiting  artwork  of  a different  style, 
Back  to  the  Picture  recently  inaugurated 
a gallery  dedicated  to  Latin  American  ar- 
tists. Back  to  the  Picture,  which 
celebrated  its  tenth  anniversary  as  a frame 
shop,  now  includes  a 750  square  foot  gal- 
lery that  will  showcase  big  name  interna- 
tional artists  as  well  as  local  artists  who 
work  from  the  broad  Latin  American 
tradition. 

"We  don’t  have  that  many  galleries  [in 
San  Francisco]  that  support  Latin 
American  artists,"  explained  gallery 
owner  Servio  Gomez.  He  hopes  to 
change  that.  Gomez  has  always  shown 
original  artwork  at  Back  to  the  Picture, 
but  only  now  has  he  committed  himself 
exclusively  to  Latin  American  art. 

Last  month  the  gallery  featured  the 
work  of  Nicaraguan-born  painter  Otto 
Rojas.  Rojas,  who  was  formally  the  direc- 
tor of  the  School  of  Visual  Arts  in 
Managua,  Nicaragua,  now  lives  in  San 
Francisco.  His  paintings  are  evocative 
and  colorful  Afro-Caribbean  inspired 
scenes  and  portraits. 

"I  gave  him  his  first  show  in  1988," 
Gomez  said  proudly.  Both  commercially 


quite  well;  almost  half  of  his  paintings  had 
been  sold. 

Gomez  hopes  his  gallery  will  provide 
similar  successes  for  other  artists.  To  get 
a look  at  the  work  being  done  by  local 
artists.  Back  to  the  Picture  will  begin  an 
exhibit  of  fourteen  Bay  Area  artists  on 
July  22. 

EXPOSED 

In  addition  to  galleries  like  Four  Walls 
and  Back  to  the  Picture,  the  Mission  of- 
fers scores  of  cafes  and  less  traditional 
settings  in  which  the  aspiring  artist  can 
show  his  work.  Exposed,  for  example,  is  a 
photo  lab  where  photographers  are  en- 


couraged to  show  their  work.  Last  month. 
Exposed  featured  the  photographs  of 
Momo,  a photographer  who  attempts  to 
create  photographic  images  that  have  the 
look  of  paintings.  Although  Exposed 
does  not  provide  receptions  for  any  of  the 
work  shown,  the  store/gallery  is  a great 
place  get  exposed. 

Four  Walls  Gallery  is  located  at  3160-A 

16th  St  Call  626-8515 

The  Latin  American  Gallery  is  located  at 

Back  to  the  Picture,  934  Valencia  St  Call 

826-2321 

Exposed  is  located  at  425  South  Van 
Ness.  Call  487-9997. 


FEIJOADA 

MUQUECA 
DE  PEIXE 

(Red  Snapper) 

BEER 

&WINE 

DELIVERY 

821-4600 


GOYAZ 


ENCHILADAS 


BURRITOS 


FAJITAS 


Credit  Cards: 

VISA,  Master  Charge, 
American  Express 


3392  -24th  St.  (at  Valencia)  San  Francisco 
HOURS:  11am -11pm  Sun-Thur  / 11am  - 12  MIDNITE  Fri-Sat 


MHDC 


Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need. 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  <&  Electrical  Repairs 
•Ileal 

•New  Rear  Stairs 

•Kitchen  & Bath  Rehabilitation 

•Hot  Water 

•To  Coned  Code  Violations 

You  may  qualify  tl  you  own  your 
home;  if  your  income  falls  'within 
certain  parameters;  and/or,  il  you  rent 
to  low  income  residents  Guideline* 
and  restrictions  are  aimed  at  presen  ing 
the  existing  altordablc  housing  stock  in[ 
the  Mission  District.  Cull  MHDC  to  sec 
if  you  qualify.  Ask  for  Lucy  Pineda 
*64-A432  (sc  hablii  cspanol)  to  learn 
more  about  the  loan  program 


Mission  Housing  Development  Corpoition 


VWt  our  HUGE  SHOWROOM  to r toe  large* 
•election  of  Bicycle*.  Part*  ft  Acce**o«te*  in  S.F 


NON-SMOKING  HEALTHY  MEN  & WOMEN 


UCSF,  A HEALTH  SCIENCES  CENTER 

Ages  50  to  70,  to  participate  in  an  outpatient  nutrition 
study  investigating  the  effects  of  diet  on  serum  cholesterol 
levels.  All  meals  are  provided  for  6 weeks. 

Must  eat  two  out  of  three  meals  on  the  UCSF  campus 
7 days  a week  for  6 weeks.  Payment  of  $250. 


For  more 
Information,  call: 


476-7931 


BICYCLES  BY 

SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

MESHEKM 


n=n_L_ 


TREKusa 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


I 


VALENCIA  CrCLEBV  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io  -4  Sunday 
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KILOWATT  LIGHTS  UP  16TH  STREET 


The  Kilowatt  a good  place  to  rock  out  or  just  hang.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


by  Adrienne  Y.  Brazelton 

Next  month,  a Mission  night  spot 
will  be  celebrating  its  first  birthday.  Bom 
August  5, 1994,  Kilowatt  is  burning  bright- 
ly in  its  first  year,  attracting  bands  from 
around  the  world  and  regulars  from 
around  the  ’hood. 

Peter  A than  as,  its  owner  and  an 
electrician  and  restaurateur,  got  a 15-year 
lease  on  the  3160  16th  St.  space  last  year 
and  spent  three  months  preparing  for 
Kilowatt’s  opening.  "It  was  pretty  gross;  I 
don’t  think  anyone  had  cleaned  the  whole 
house  before.  Everything  was  neglected," 
Athanas  said. 

The  building,  built  in  1900,  was  once  a 
firehouse,  complete  with  two  firepoles 
and  a spiral  staircase  going  upstairs  to  the 
captain’s  office  and  the  firefighters’  sleep- 
ing quarters.  In  the  1980’s,  the  Firehouse 
was  a successful  nightclub  for  many  years, 
until  it  changed  hands  and  became  the 
Clubhouse.  "The  Clubhouse  had  a bad 
reputation  with  the  neighborhood,"  said 
Athanas.  "I  don’t  think  the  ownership  was 
here  day  to  day  so  it  was  a sloppy  opera- 
tion." 

Athanas  isn’t  to  be  found  there  every 
single  day  but  pretty  close  to  it.  He  has 
worked  hard  to  change  the  club’s  image, 
drawing  on  his  20  years  of  restaurant  ex- 
perience for  ideas.  He  painted  the  black 
walls  red  and  cream,  replaced  plywood 
with  glass  to  let  the  light  shine  in,  and 


rewired  the  entire  building  so  it  could 
support  a powerful  sound  system.  "We 
have  an  in-house  PA  system,  monitor  and 
mixing  board,"  said  Athanas,  "and  the 
other  Neil  Young,  our  sound  man." 

Bands  such  as  Dieselhead,  the 
Meeses,  the  Trashwomen  and  Heavy  Into 
Jeff  are  booked  by  Dave  Kaplan,  who  has 
also  managed  to  book  some  Japanese 


metal  bands.  Athanas’  strategy  is  to  book 
out-of-town  bands,  which  are  more  likely 
to  fill  the  club  to  its  200  person  capacity. 
"We  can  say  it’s  their  only  Bay  Area  ap- 
pearance," said  the  former  New  Yorker, 
with  a sheepish  grin. 

Saturday  and  Sunday  are  music  nights 
at  Kilowatt,  as  Vinnie  Wong  has  reason  to 
know  — it’s  one  of  his  favorite  places  for 
good  music.  "Since  it’s  so  small,  you  feel 
closer  to  the  band,"  explained  the 
weekend  rocker  and  weekday  bank 
worker.  "A  lot  of  start-up  bands,  bands  no 
one’s  ever  heard  of,  play  there.  The 
music’s  raw  and  very  loud,  usually.  It's  a 
good  idea  to  bring  earplugs." 


Or,  you  can  buy  earplugs  for  50  cents 
at  the  stylish  bar  — especially  made  by  one 
of  Athanas’  friends,  Tim  Ray.  "I  went  to 
six  bars  in  the  city,"  recalls  Athanas,  "and 
I told  him  what  I liked  about  each  one.  He 
did  one  rendering  and  that’s  just  what  he 
built.  It’s  perfect." 

The  art  deco  bar  is  not  the  only  piece 
of  art  at  Kilowatt.  Mondo  Pena,  a plumb- 
er and  a regular  customer,  suspends  his 
sculptures  from  the  bar’s  ceiling.  Copper 
and  sewer  pipe  scraps,  his  gigantic  oc- 
topus, mammoth  Great  White  shark  and 
huge  hammerhead  add  an  underwater 
touch  to  Kilowatt’s  ambiance. 

When  asked  what  inspired  his  crea- 
tions, Pena  mentioned  a traffic  accident 
that  led  to  court  battles.  He’d  felt  as  if 
everyone  around  him  was  a shark,  so  while 
he  was  hanging  out  in  his  garage  and  tool 
shop,  he  had  started  welding  together 
pieces  of  copper.  "Before  I knew  it,"  he 
said,  "I  had  this  19-foot  shark  in  my  garage 
saying  ‘Fuck  you!’  to  the  cops.  And  then 
I just  kept  making  them.  It’s  a blast!" 

Pena  never  attended  art  school;  in 
fact,  his  only  artistic  achievement  before 
making  the  shark  was  winning  an  Easter 
egg  decorating  contest  back  in  1976. 
Now,  the  San  Jose  Sharks  are  thinking  of 
buying  his  Great  White  shark  for  their 
stadium.  But,  Pena  says,  "I’m  not  doing  it 
for  the  money.  I’m  doing  it  because  I love 
it" 

Athanas  obviously  operates  on  the 
same  principle.  He  spends  his  days  shut- 
tling between  Kilowatt  and  his  work  as  an 
electrician,  riding  his  motorcycle  home  to 
Oakland  and  back  to  his  wife  late  at  night. 
"It’s  getting  better,"  Athanas  said.  "The 
hardest  part  is  getting  people  to  make  this 
their  stop  --  instead  of  Zeitgeist,  Jack’s 
Place,  the  Albion  or  Doctor  Bombay’s." 


\P€ICD 

B/UU  photographic  services 


425  South  Van  Ness  SanFranciseo,  Ca.  94103 
Ph.  (415)  487-9996  Fax  (415)  487-9997 


MARIE’S 

Gourmet  Food  & Coffees 


Coffee,  espresso,  whole  coffee  beans  ground  to  order 
International  & domestic  gourmet  items 
Condiments,  sauces,  spices,  candies 

1038  VALENCIA  STREET 
(between  21st  & 22nd) 

Open  7AM  Weekdays  - Sat  8\M  - Closed  Sundays 


1136  Valencia  St 
l(biw  22-«23  ‘)  • 415  641  POUR 


f/to/'ti  ( \ 'o/c 

Bring  new  life  to  your  old  shoes 
at  Taming  of  the  Shoe. 

We  specialize  in  restyling  and 
restoring  men's  & women *6  shoes. 

Our  complete  services  include; 
new  soles,  heels,  linings,  color 
restoration  and  reconditioning, 
double  soles,  platforming,  cutouts, 
straps,  dying,  polishing  and  oiling. 

We  are  your  one  stop  shop 
for  all  shoe  repairs. 

And  if  you  come  in  now  take 

10%  OFF 

your  next  purchase  or  service  order. 


TAMING  OF  THE  SHOE 

1736  Haight  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  W117 

c 'on  ms  few  woMr.iou 


PHOTOGRAPHER  415/285-4849 
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BOOK  (RE)MARKS 


CACTUS  BLOOD  IS 
SURPRISINGLY  DRY 


ow  I know  you’re  not  supposed  to 
judge  a book  by  its  cover,  but  like  all  the 
other  hard-core  readers  I know,  I do. 
After  a lifetime  of  haunting  libraries  and 
bookstores,  you  can  get  to  be  a Snap 
Judgment  Queen.  And  Lucha  Corpi’s 
book  cover  looked  vibrant,  vividly 
Chicano:  a rattlesnake  on  a bleeding  cac- 
tus against  a moonlit  black  background. 
I like  Chicano,  I am  Chicana,  I wanted  to 
like  this  book.  Unfortunately,  I just 
couldn’t. 

In  Corpi’s  latest  mystery  novel.  Cactus 
Blood,  Gloria  Damasco  is  a Chicana 
detective  in  Berkeley  trying  to  find  out 
who  killed  her  friend.  Sonny  Mares. 
Gloria  and  her  boss,  Justin  Escobar,  find 
grapes  in  Sonny’s  apartment  even  though 
Sonny,  a former  United  Farm  Workers 
activist,  would  never  have  bought  grapes. 
The  detectives  start  tracking  down  an  un- 
known woman  who  had  left  clues  around 
Sonny’s  place  and  eventually  find  their 
suspect  after  a few  remarkable  coin- 
cidences occur. 

The  story  is  enlivened  by  several  flash- 
backs to  the  United  Farm  Workers  strike 
and  grape  boycott  of  the  summer  of  1973. 
Gloria  also  comes  across  a curandera,  or 
healer,  and  a Native  American  shaman. 
These  encounters  make  sense  in  a way 
because  Gloria  herself  seems  to  be  the 
receiver  of  prescient  visions.  You  know, 
birds  of  a feather... 

The  wording  she  uses  is  perfectly 
grammatical  but  too  formal  and  yes, 
boring.  Her  descriptions  are  great,  some- 
times even  lyrical,  but  they  still  don’t  give 
the  reader  the  feeling  of  being  there.  For 
example,  she  describes  Sonoma  Valley: 

I had  never  before  been  in  Sonoma,  the 
heart  of  the  wine  country  and  the  site  of 
historical  events  that  changed  the  fate  of 
Mexicans  in  California  forever.  Forgetting 
the  urgent  reasons  that  had  brought  us  to 
the  Valley  of  the  Moon,  I let  my  excitement 
at  being  there  grow  for  a moment. 


Don’t  you  feel  like  you’ve  just  read  a 
travel  brochure?  In  fact,  I felt  as  if  the 
whole  book  was  a conglomeration  of 
travel  writing,  history  lessons,  and  Parap- 
sychology 101. 

Corpi’s  insights  into  the  grape 
workers’  moment  are  historically  valu- 
able. They  also  provide  the  author  with 
the  opportunity  to  question  the  role  of 
Chicanas  in  the  movement.  What  impact 
did  the  brave  Latina  women  have  on  their 
daughters  and  why  do  Chicanas  seem  to 
have  faded  from  the  forefront  of  activism, 
Corpi  asks.  Even  if  the  author  has  no 
answer,  the  question  itself  is  noteworthy 
for  its  honesty. 

Her  heroine’s  visions,  a feature  to  be 
found  in  much  of  Latino  literature,  are 
supposed  to  be  the  novel’s  source  of  in- 
spiration, providing  foreshadowing  and 
suspense.  But,  Gloria’s  reactions  to  her 
visions  are  so  ambiguous  you  wonder  why 
Corpi  bothered  to  include  them  in  her 
story. 

I think  the  problem  with  the  book  is 
Corpi  tries  to  hit  too  many  topics  at  once, 
at  the  expense  of  developing  her  support- 
ing characters  enough  to  make  the  reader 
give  a damn.  She  spends  too  much  time 
on  her  heroine,  Gloria,  who  describes 
everything  about  herself  in  exhausting 
detail  — even  when  she  takes  an  aspirin! 

The  author  also  gives  a lot  of  attention 
to  Carlotta  Navarro,  the  keystone  to  the 
mystery’s  structure.  Carlotta  is  given  lots 
of  torturous  history  and  a lot  of  sympathy 
for  a debilitating  illness  caused  by  a pes- 
ticide. Carlotta  also  has  a woman  lover, 
which  I took  to  be  another  issue  raised  by 
Corpi  for  effect. 

Corpi  touches  on  not  only  pesticides 
and  the  farm  workers  but  also  rape,  being 
undocumented  in  the  US,  the  grief 
process  and  adultery.  Her  notes  on 
Mexican- American  culture  are  fascinat- 
ing but  too  far  and  few  between  to  sustain 
lasting  interest.  In  all.  Cactus  Blood  is 
informative  - if  not  much  else. 

Adrienne  Y.  Brazelton 


VIRGINIA  DARE 


irginia  Dare,  advertisement  and 
irt  by  Brad  johnson,  is  a small  comic  com- 
>rised  of  crudely  drawn  vignettes,  each  its 
>wn  tale  and  most  ending  with  informa- 
ion  about  where  to  see  the  ext  Virginia 
Dare  show. 

A mix  of  social  commentary,  dada, 
ind  affable,  if  a bit  befuddled,  characters, 
his  comic  entertains  much  like  a hipster 
lazooka  joe;  a character  or  two,  sparse, 
pry  dialogue  and  a punchline.  The 
cenes  are  familiar,  coffee  shops,  bars, 
>izza  joints  etc.,  and  the  interactions 
lizarre,  one  character  balks  when  he  finds 


a centipede  in  his  drink,  another  narrowly 
escapes  death  at  his  father’s  hands,  and 
another  just  can’t  escape  the  ominous  and 
superstitious  number  four. 

All  these  stories  mimic  the  occasional 
spasms  of  unreason  that  plague  any  sane 
person,  albeit  presented  more  concisely 
than  in  reality,  and  tidily  summed  up  with 
an  imprecise  homily.  For  a copy  either 
attend  a Virginia  Dare  show  or  flag  down 
Brad  as  he  pedals  about,  and  if  you  are 
unsure  what  Brad  looks  like,  well,  see  a 
show  and  be  illuminated. 

Kurt  Bier 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11-8 

11-9 

11-6 


Mon-Thur 

m-Sat 

Sunday 


STAIRWAY  WALKS 


.Adah  Bakalinsky,  author  of  the  up- 
dated Stairway  Walks  in  San  Franck™, 
says  of  her  subject,  "San  Francisco  is  a city 
that  transcends  itself,”  which  is  to  say  that 
it  can  be  redefined,  explored,  and  ex- 
trapolated in  many  modes.  San  Francisco 
is  full  of  enigmas,  there  exists  a certain 
haziness  about  it,  an  indefinable  character 
which  allows  everyone  to  enjoy  it  in  a 
waythat’s  almost  all  their  own.  This  book 
presents  one  method  of  understanding  its 
secrets. 

As  Ms.  Bakalinsky  explains:  "Scout- 
ing out  the  walk.. .was  reminiscent  of 
trying  to  open  a sugar  sack  with  one  move- 
ment...When  I found  the  lead  stair- 
way...all  the  other  stairway 

’unlocked’. ..just  one  uninterrupted  line 
with  many  curves." 

This  bipedal  treatise  contains  27 
guided  walking  tours,  an  index  of  350 
stairways,  gives  relevant  historical  infor- 
mation about  each  area,  and  never  lacks 
excruciating  detail.  Do  not  expect, 
though,  to  gain  any  political  or  ideological 
insights  into  the  complexities  of  the  urban 
tapestry,  this  is  strictly  aesthetic. 

On  each  walk  one  is  lead  by  the  arm, 
gently  cajoled  by  exact  and  exhaustive 
directions  into  seeing  a nearly  unbroken 
chain  of  beauty  and  cohesion.  A sinewy 
stairway  slips  through  historic  buildings 


and  carefully  manicured  gardens,  expos- 
ing a hitherto  unknown  capillary,  always 
attended  by  stunning  and  ever  changing 
panoramas  of  the  city. 

The  sometimes  overdone  sighing 
sweetness  of  Ms.  Bakalinsky’s  prose  can 
be  excused  by  the  general  pleasure  and 
ease  of  mind  it  achieves.  There  are 
numerous  illustrations  and  each  walk  is 
efficiently  and  accurately  mapped,  leav- 
ing little  room  for  misdirection  or  annoy- 
ing uncertainties  about  exactly  the  proper 
route. 

Of  particular  interest  to  Mission  resi- 
dents are  two  walks  in  Bernal  Heights 
East  and  West.  The  West  is  more  inter- 
esting, with  more  hidden  stairways,  better 
views  and  less  transition  between  the  two. 
It  covers  the  area  from  Mission  St.  to 
Bernal  Heights  Park,  starting  from  the 
corner  of  Coso  and  Coleridge.  It  then 
ambles  up  to  the  park,  winds  back  down 
Eugenia  and  Kingston  to 

Kingston  Gardens,  eventually  return- 
ing to  its  starting  point  via  Esmerelda  and 
Lundy  Streets.  Some  of  these  walks  are 
total  bores  and  some  extremely  engaging, 
and  most  simple  and  fun  timekillers. 

Worth  checking  out.  The  book  is  avail- 
able through  Wilderness  Press  for  9.95, 
call  (800)  443-7227. 

Kurt  Bier 


STRAY  BULLETS 


"Stray  Bullets",  a new  comic  book 
series  by  T.  Lapham,  follows  two  hoods  on 
the  make,  portraying  them  in  90’s  noir,  all 
grahpic  violence  and  streetwise  humor. 
The  artwork  comes  in  stenciled  black  and 
white,  filling  in  nicely  the  gaps  in  the 
sparse  dialogue.  Led  and  sidekick,  the 
nontagonists,  careen  from  out  of  control 
to  totally  fucked  up,  killing,  stealing, 
maiming  and  being  rude  in  an  action 


packed  day.  Led  unknowlingly  couples 
with  the  big  cheese’s  girl  and  is  about  to 
discover  his  error  when  the  story  ends. 
Intriguing,  witty  and  well  drawn,  Lapham 
parallels  Tarantino  in  creating  a mean- 
daring tale  that  implies  rather  than  as- 
serts, flowing  nicely  from  scene  to  scene, 
and  tracing  amoral  gluttony  at  its  enter- 
taining best. 

Kurt  Bier 


GLEN  PARK  BOOKS 


Your  Community  Bookstore 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery 


Hours: 

M-S  10a  8 p 
Sun  !Oa-5p 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME 

Phone:  (415)586-3733 
VISA/MC 


Pat  Cull. 

Jill  Gasowski 
Proprietors 
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A NEW  GENERATION  TALKS  ABOUT  IMMIGRATION 


sharing  The  Future:  A Children’s 
Rook  on  Immigration  is  the  creation  of 
five  teachers  and  185  students  at  Cesar 
Chavez  Elementary  School.  Its  72  pages, 
besides  dealing  with  the  issue  of  immigra- 
tion, cover  a wide  variety  of  contemporary 
topics  from  the  perspective  of  a genera- 
tion who  has  yet  to  be  heard.  Presented  in 
English,  Chinese  and  Spanish  the  im- 
migrants story  is  told  through  family  his- 
tories, poems,  drawings  and  interviews 
done  by  children  ages  5 through  11. 

While  some  of  the  kids  drawings  which 
take  up  a large  part  of  the  book,  depict  the 
everyday  world  of  grade  schoolers  many 
are  of  family  journeys  to  the  US.  In  some 
of  these  people  are  being  chased  by  gun 
wielding,  uniformed  men  or  by  dogs;  in 
others,  border  guards  shoot  people 
emerging  from  tunnels  and  seemingly  im- 
passable fences  are  breached  by  smiling 
figures.  One  series  of  18  drawings  tells  the 
prison-like  conditions  endured  by  Asian 
immigrants  who  were  detained  on  Angel 
Island.  "Many  immigrants  carved  Chinese 
poems  on  the  wooden  walls  expressing 
their  thoughts  and  feelings  of  being 
detained,  locked  up  like  animals  or 
prisoners,"  reads  one  sketch’s  caption. 

Life  for  immigrants  to  the  US  is 
depicted  in  both  words  and  pictures 
fraught  with  peril  from  both  drugs  and 
violence  — and  the  police  who  are  seen  as 
the  enforcers  of  immigration  policies.  In 
the  illustration  above  the  cop  is  saying 
"Hands  up  wetback;"  "No  Mr.,  don’t  take 


me  away,"  the  woman  responds. 

The  kids  also  have  an  awareness  of 
Proposition  187  as  a bad  law  aimed  at 
themselves  and  their  families,  as  ex- 
pressed by  nine  year  old  Jackie  Marenco: 

The  President  wants  the  immigrants  to 
leave  the  United  States,  but  some  of  the 
immigrants  have  come  here  because  of 
wars  in  their  countries.  But  the  President 
wants  them  to  solve  their  problems. 
Proposition  187  will  not  solve  their 
problems." 

In  fact.  Sharing  Our  Future  is  an  at- 
tempt to  mitigate  the  impact  of  anti-im- 
migrant hysteria  on  the  mainly  first 
generation  immigrant  kids  at  Cesar 
Chavez  School.  "In  light  of  the  passage  of 
Prop.  187,  it  is  extremely  important  that 
our  children  learn  and  share  the  histories 
of  their  ancestors  in  order  that  they  may 
not  only  learn  about  their  own  culture  but 
come  to  understand  and  respect  others," 
reads  the  introduction  written  by  the 
teachers  of  the  five  bilingual  classes  which 
produced  the  book. 

This  principle  could  be  seen  in  action 
during  a Chavez  School  student  assembly 
and  press  conference  with  the  185  young 
authors  and  illustrators  on  June  21,  the 
last  day  of  the  school  year. 

Sharing  Our  Future  has  a dedication 
page,  honoring  Tim  Curbo,  a Chavez 
teacher  who  died  of  AIDS  last  November. 
For  more  than  a decade,  he  and  his 


Request  for  Proposals  - San  Francisco  Housing  Authority 

Due  Date:  3:00  pm,  July  27  at  40  Turk  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  04102, 
Attn:  Grants  and  Programs 

The  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority  is  requesting  applications  from  qualified 
Community  Based  Organizations  (CBOs)  to  conduct  outreach,  training  and  coordinate 
project  implementation  for  the  following  programs:  Youth  Apprenticeship  Program, 
Apprenticeship  Demonstration  in  the  Construction  Trades,  and  the  HOPE  VI  Com- 
munity and  Supportive  Services  program.  Services  requested  include  pre-employment 
training,  in-service  learning  opportunities  and  life  skills.  Details  of  the  application 
requirements,  selection  criteria,  scope  of  services  and  funding  amounts  are  available  in 
the  RFP  by  contacting  the  Office  of  Grants  and  Program  Development.  Request  RFPs 
and  bid  packets  by  contacting  Alberto  Lopez  at  (415)  554-1340.  A copy  can  be  sent  or 
FAXed  the  same  day  as  requested. 


MIKE’S 


2499  MISSION  ST.  @ 21ST 

IT’S  NOT  JUST  ANOTHER 
CORNER  STORE! 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


3160  16th  street. 
415.861.2595/ 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 


partner,  Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano,  had 
spent  the  last  day  of  each  school  year 
together;  now  Ammiano  came  to  the  as- 
sembly alone  to  talk  to  these  kids  about 
their  project. 

He  was  introduced  by  one  teacher  as 
"Mr.  Curbo’s  lover."  "You  all  remember, 
Mr.  Curbo,  died  of  AIDS  last  year,"  she 
added.  The  twittering  and  nervous  gig- 
gling expected  to  accompany  this  type  of 
straightforward  honesty  a few  years  ago 
didn’t.  These  were  just  simple  statements 
of  facts  about  someone  for  who  these  kids 
had  known  and  cared.  So,  they  listened 
with  the  intent  understanding  and  respect 
while  Ammiano,  brushing  tears  from  his 
eyes,  told  them  he  would  be  proud  to  show 
Sharing  Our  filling  to  Curbo’s  family 
when  he  visited  them  in  Texas. 


This  was  a good  moment  for  everyone, 
true  to  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  final 
poem  in  the  book: 

"The  World" 
by  Luis  Leyva: 

Our  people  come  from  all  over  the  world 
Latinos,  Chinese,  Germans  and  more. 
We  came  brave  heroes  with  our  bundles. 
Strong  people  of  all  nations  looking  for 
work  and  homes  for  all 
We  are  all  humans  and 
we  should  be  treated  with 
respect  in  the  present  and  in  the  future. 

Sharing  Our  Future  is  available  for 
S6.95  from  Cesar  Chavez  School,  call 
Larry  Alegre  695-5765 
Victor  Miller 


PAID  CRIME  STUDY 

SEEKING  PARTICIPANTS  FOR  STUDY  OF  WOMEN  VICTIMIZED  BY 
VIOLENT  CRIME  WHO  HAVE  CHILDREN  7-16  ($15  PAID). 
CALL  SUZANNE  BEST,  M.A.  415-522-8996. 


Emergency  Care 
With  Less  Waiting 


When  an  emergency  health  problem  strikes,  come 
to  St.  Luke’s  Hospital.  You’ll  get  emergency  care  with 
less  waiting. 

Within  1 0 minutes  after  you  arrive,  an  emergency 
nurse  will  check  your  symptoms.  For  urgent  health 
problems  - like  a sprained  ankle,  an  earache  or  the  flu 
- you’ll  be  examined  by  a doctor  and  on  your  way, 
typically,  within  an  hour. 

Each  year,  St.  Luke’s  provides  more  emergency 
care  than  almost  any  other  San  Francisco  hospital.'  * 
That’s  why  we  have  a specially  trained  doctor 
available  24-hours  a day  just 
for  children. 

We’re  specialists  at  Emer- 
gency Care.  We  hope  you’ll 
never  need  an  emergency 
room.  But  if  you  do.  why  not 
go  to  the  best? 


■^GSiUKES 

rj|  F HOSPITAL 

Emergency  Department 
Army  & Valencia 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


ILLUSTRATION  BY  GABRIELA  GARCIA 
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TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 

626-6767 


INDEPENDENCE  DAY 


WEEKEND  CELEBRATION 


NEW  HAPPY  HOUR  4 - 8 PM 
SHORT  WELL  DRINKS, 
BEER  AND  WINE 
$1.65 


LATIN  NIGHT  EVERY  TUESDAY 
NO  COVER  WITH  THIS  AD 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 


(416)  861-6767 


JULY  1st 

Organ  Concert  by  John  Hirten  - 

featuring  works  by  Bach  and  Men- 
delssohn at  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Saint 
John  the  Evangelist,  1661  15th  St.,  5 PM, 
Free,  861-1436 

Mime  Time  Players  - The  San  Fran- 
cisco Mime  Troupe  begins  its  summer 
park  tour  in  The  Mission,  come  see  their 
new  musical  drama,  a fictitious  piece 
about  a right  wing  coup  and  political  in- 
trigue, all  set  in  Coast  City,  a rainy,  foggy, 
hilly  place,  Tony  Award  winners  will  thrill 
and  excite.  At  Dolores  Park,  19th  and 
Dolores,  1:30  PM  music,  2PM  shows 
begin.  Free,  259-9980,  through  4th. 

The  Pioneers  - at  Radio  Valencia, 
almost  every  sturday  night  this  month. 
7PM,  1199  Valencia,  826-1199. 

Cancionero  Romantico  - Ignacio 
Reyes  "Nachito"  and  El  Trio  Plata  in  con- 
cert singing  the  greatest  love  songs  ever. 
10:00PM,  Pena  Del  Sur,  2870-A  22nd  St., 
$5  donation,  550-1101. 


JULY  2nd 

Open  Michelle  Night  - Celebrate 
talented  women!  Spoken  word,  music, 
theatre,  comedy.  All  levels  welcome. 
7PM,  Old  Wive’s  Tales,  1009  Valencia, 
$3-$10,  none  turned  away,  821-4675. 

From  Heaven  - Water  music  with 
Roberto  DeHaven  at  Radio  Valencia, 
1199  Valencia,  8:30PM,  $5, 826-1199 


Valencia,  $3-10  donation,  none  turned 
back,  821-4675. 


JULY  7th 

Dyke  TV  Benefit  - The  inception  of 
DYKE  TV  in  San  Francisco,  watch 
programs,  meet  producers,  learn  how  to 
become  inolved.  8:30PM  at  AT A,  992 
Valencia  St.,  $5,824-3890. 


JULY  8th 

Get  The  Real  Dope  - Learn  about  the 
Cannabis  Buyers  Club  in  San  Francisco 
and  see  what  doctors  and  Jello  Biafra 
have  to  say  about  the  criminalization  of 
the  medici  use  of  Marajuana.  Pieces  by 
Richard  Giakowski  and  Steve  Brown. 
8:30PM  at  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5,  824- 
3890. 

The  Dark  Hollow  Bluegrass  Band  - 

at  Radio  Valencia,  7PM,  1199  Valencia, 
826-1199. 

A Celebration  of  Children  - Revel  in 
the  talents  of  young  folk,  songs,  reading 
and  fun  for  young  people  of  all  ages. 
10:00AM,  Old  Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valen- 
cia, $3-10  donation  ibid,  821-4675. 

El  Canto  Del  Coqui  - Folk  and  social 
music  from  Puerto  Rico,  eight  musicians 
and  much  singing.  10:00PM,  Pena  Del 
Sur,  2870-A  22nd  St.,  $5  donation,  550- 
1101. 


JULY  9th 


JULY  3rd 

The  Price  for  Freedom  - Learn  how 
to  fight  Fascism  during  a series  of  semi- 
nars given  by  the  Freedom  Socialist  Party. 
Bob  Price  instructs,  showing  the  historical 
basis  of  Fascism,  how  to  identify  it,  and 
ultimately  how  to  fight  it.  7:30-9:30PM, 
every  Monday  ending  July  17,  Valencia 
Hall,  523A  Valencia  St.,  $4/session,  lower 
rates  for  low  income.  864-1278. 


JULY  4th 

Free  Stuff  and  Art  - Join  artists,  ex- 
hibitionist, and  voyeurs,  at  FOUR 
WALLS  artspace  for  hot  dogs  and  beer, 
all  the  while  examining  their  new  installa- 
tion called  "3  Independents,"  good 
wholesome  fun. 

3160-A  16th  St  entrance  on  Albion, 
5PM,  contribution,  626-8515. 


Jazzed  - Amsterdam  Improv  Collec- 
tive, Alex  Candelaria,  Rob  Armus,  Vistor 
DeBoo,  Joe  Williamson  at  Radio  Valen- 
cia. 8:30  PM,  1199  Valencia,  $5, 826-1199. 


JULY  10th 

Capatilism  - Doug  Dowd  speaks  on 
the  past,  present,  and  futre  of  the 
capatalist  idea,  an  economics  seminar. 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia,  Free?,  282-9246. 


JULY  11th 

Pet  Loss  Support  Group  - Dr.  Betty 
Carmak  moderates  for  grieving  pet 
owners  at  SPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  7:30PM. 
Free,  554-3000. 


Feminist  Fourth  of  July  - Radical 
Women  celebrates  the  first  American 
revolution  with  poitical  flames  fanning  the 
tradtional  BBQ,  skits,  games,  and 
rhetoric.  2PM,  donation  $10-$15,  work 
exchanges  available,  for  location  and  info 
call  864-1278. 

Centro  Latino  de  San  Francisco  - 
invites  you!  to  join  them  for  music,  enter- 
tainment, raffles,  and  a picnic,  BBQ  and 
drinks  provided  but  BYOF  if  you  like. 
BBQ  at  Pine  Lake  Park  (behind  Stern 
Grove)  11:00-4:00PM,  5$  donation.  Ad- 
vance donations  accepted  at  Centro 
Latino,  1656  16th  St. 


JULY  6th 

Strung  Out  - The  Haight  Street  Pup- 
pet Theatre  will  perform  for  children  ages 
3 and  older  at  the  Mission  Branch 
Library,  10;30AM,  3359  24th  St.,  Free, 
695-5090 


JULY  12th 

Kid’s  Stuff  - Film  program  for 
children  ages  3 and  older.  3:00PM,  Mis- 
sion Branch  Library,  3359  24th  St.,  Free, 
695-5090. 

The  Adventures  of  Mona  Pinsky  - 
Author  Harriet  Ziskin  reads  from  her 
book,  a tale  blending  politics,  mysticism, 
an  aging  Jewish  Woman,  and  a heroic 
journey.  7:30PM,  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  Free,  282-9246. 


JULY  13th 

Women  Meeting  Radically  - And  a 
screening  of  I^kota  Woman,  a film  about 
the  role  of  indigenious  women  in  the 
struggle  for  sovereignty  and  self-deter- 
mination. 7:30PM  (Dinner  at  6:45  ($5)) 
Valencia  Hall,  523-A  Valencia,  Free,  864- 
1278. 


Tailhook  Revisited  - Jean  Zimmer- 
man, author  ofTailspin:  Women  at  War 
in  the  Wake  of  Tailhook,  speaks  on 
women’s  struggle  to  ahcieve  equality  in 
the  Navy.  Old  Wive’s  Tales,  8PM,  1009 


JULY  14th 

Voodoo  for  The  People  - A documen- 
tary film  by  Elise  Haas,  voted  Best 
Foreign  Documentary  by  Black 
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Filmmakers  Hall  of  Fame  in  1991.  Haas 
charts  the  importance  of  Voodoo  in 
Haitian  culture.  8:30PM,  ATA,  992 
Valencia,  $5, 824-0526. 

RV  Jazz  - The  Blue  Room  Boys  at 
Radio  Valencia,  1199  Valencia,  7PM, 
826-1199. 

Assembly  Line  Poetry  - Poetry  by 
working  class  people  to  benefit  Labor 
Fest  ’95.  7:30PM,  Modern  Times 

Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  Free,  282-9246. 


JULY  15 

Pussy  Whipped?  - A monthly  semi- 
nar on  cat  behavior  and  how  to  change  it. 
11:00AM,  SPCA,  $10  ($5  if  adopted),  554- 
3000. 


Burning  Woman  - Le  Passion  De 
Jeanne  d’Arc,  a silent  film  based  on  the 
actual  records  of  the  trial  of  Joan  of  Arc. 
Carl  Dreyer  directs  in  dizzzying  close-up. 
8:30,  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5, 824-0562. 

Socializing  - Hear  Barbara  Putnam, 
Socialist  Action  candidate  for  mayor,  and 
others  discuss  the  advantages  of  the 
Socialist  alternative.  8:00PM,  Socialist 
Action  Bookstore,  3425  Cesar  Chavez  St., 
S3-S1.50, 821-0458. 

Cantares  de  Sur  a Norte  - Rafael 
Manriquez,  Chilean  musical  genius,  and 
local  starlett  Lydia  Mills  perform. 
10:00PM,  Pena  Del  Sur,  2870-A  22nd  St., 
$5  donation,  550-1101. 


JULY  16 

Not  Not  Jazz  - Randy  Mckean,  Rich 
Thomson,  Gino  Robair,  at  Radio  Valen- 
cia. 8:30PM,  1199  Valencia,  $5, 826-1199. 

People  Power  - An  international 
group  of  Socialists  speak  out  against  the 
usual.  8:00PM,  Socialist  Action 
Bookstore,  3425  Cesar  Chavez  St.,  $3- 
$1.50, 821-0458. 


JULY  17 

On  The  Net  Tip  - Learn  to  surf  the 
net  with  Ken  Dickinson  from  Bay  Area 
Computer  Training.  6:30PM,  Mission 
Branch  Library,  3359  24th  St.,  Free,  695- 
5090. 


JULY  18 

Chinese  Acrobats  - Performance  for 
children  ages  3 and  up,  by  San  Francisco 
Red  Panda  Acrobats.  4:30PM,  Mission 
Branch  Library,  3359  24th  St.,  Free,  695- 
5090. 


JULY  20 

Practice  Anti-Racism  - Hear  authors 
of  Racism  in  the  Lives  of  Women:  Tes- 
timony. Theory  and  Guides  to  Antiracist 
Practice,  discuss  how  to  deal  with  racism. 
8:00PM,  Old  Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia, 
$3-10  no  snubs,  821-4675. 


JULY  21 


Manson:  A day  in  the  Life  - Raymond 
Pettibond  and  Dave  Markey  present  a 
Fictional  verite  drama  about  the  ideal  of 
American  subculture,  warning-violence 
and  apathy.  8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia, 
$5, 824-0526. 


JULY  22 

Burning  Man  - BYO  weennies  to  this 
fest,  Burning  Man  are  lots  of  marginal 
stuff,  see  and  believe;  motages,  installa- 
tions, films  and  percussion.  8:30PM 
ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5, 824-0526. 

Folk  Echoes  - The  Dark  Hollow 
Band  at  Radio  Valencia.  7PM,  1199 
Valencia,  826-1199. 

Water  Ways  - American  Book  Award 
winning  poet  Benjamin  Alire  Saenz  reads 
from  his  debut  novel  Carry  Me  T iler 


Water,  "love,  loathing  and  a cacophony...." 
7:30PM,  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia,  Free,  282-9246. 

Passify  Your  Pooch  - Dog  behavior 
class  at  the  SPCA.  3:00PM,  2500  16th  St., 
$5,  Last  Sat.  every  month,  554-3073  to 
register. 

Canciones  de  Ayer  y Hoy  - In  celebra- 
tion of  the  14th  anniversary  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Revolution,  Ernesto 
Jimenez,  Leandro  Castro,  and  others  per- 
form. 10:00PM,  Pena  Del  Sur,  2870-A 
22nd  St.,  $5  donation,  550-1101. 


JULY  23 

Quarter  Time  - Jazzers  Graham  Con- 
nah,  Miya  Masoaka,  Ben  Goldberg, 
Trevor  Dunn  at  Radio  Valencia.  8:30PM, 
1199  Valencia,  $5, 826-1199. 


JULY  25 

Poetry  Engagement  - Award  winning 
poet  Chitra  Divakaruni  reads  from  her 
new  collection  of  short  stories.  Arranged 
marriage,  about  Indian  born  women  in 
America.  7:30PM,  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  Free,  282-9246. 


JULY  26 

Venezuelan  Demonstration  - Of 
music,  the  Bay  Area  Afro- Venezuelan 
band  Grupo  Campana  will  perform  at  the 
Community  Music  Center,  led  by  com- 
poser Jackeline  Rago.  5:30PM,  544 
Capp,  Free,  647-6015. 


JULY  27 


Pow  Wow  Wows  - See  tape  of  the  first 
pow-wow  on  Hawaii,  a commiseration  of 
native  cultures,  produced  by  Kat  High. 
8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5,  824- 
0562. 

Radical  Meeting  - Radical  Women’s 
general  meeting,  an  overview  of  Radical 
Women’s  revolutionary  plans,  all  ideas 
wlecome.  7:30PM  (Dinner  at  6:45($5)), 
Valencia  Hall,  523-A  Valencia,  864-1278. 


San  Francisco  Memoirs  - Author 
Mai  com  Barker  presents  San  Francisco  in 
the  Mid-1800’s,  was  there  parking?  Find 
out,  illustrated  with  slides  and  pictures 
from  period.  7:30PM,  MLK  Room- 
Unitarian  Center  (Franklin  & Geary),  $5 
for  public,  750-9986. 


JULY  28 

Dance  of  Darkness  - A film  by  Edin 
Velez  in  which  he  explores  the  intricacies 
of  Butoh,  the  radical  Japanese  dance 
movement,  traditional  and  revolutionary, 
Butoh  performance  "elevates  the  subcon- 
scious to  theatrical  spectical."  8:30PM, 
ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5, 824-0562. 

Kids  Stuff  - Film  program  for 
children  ages  3 and  older.  7PM,  Mission 
Branch  Library,  3359  24th  St.,  695-5090. 


JULY  29 

Folk  First  - The  Pioneers  at  Radio 
Valencia.  7PM,  1199  Valencia,  826-1199. 

Canciones  Para  Apagaer  El 
Televisor  - Enjoy  Jesus  Guillen  and  "Los 
Amigos  de  Jess/  as  they  put  mediocrity 
to  shame.  10:00PM,  Pena  Del  Sur,  2870- 
A 22nd  St.,  $5  donation,  550-1101. 


JULY  30 

Jaaazzz  - The  Creative  Music  Or- 
chestra, Glenn  Spearman  and  Marco 
Eneidi,  at  Radio  Valencia.  8:30PM,  1199 
Valencia,  $5, 826-1199. 


0OOOQOOO 


THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 

Filins  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


NOW  PLAYING 

BATMAN  FOREVER 
VAL  KILMER 
JIM  CARREY 

JULY  14TH 
UNDER  SIEGE  II 

WITH  STEVEN  SEAGAL 

IN  AUGUST 
MORTAL  KOMBAT 

DESPERADO 

EL  MARIACHI  II 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-1100 


An  Incredible  Housing  Opportunity 
FILLMORE  MARKETPLACE  APTS. 

Brand  New  1,2&3  Bedroom  apartments  and  Town  Houses 
in  San  Francisco’s  Western  Addition, 

110  apts.  for  households  with  incomes* 
between  $12,500  & $34,550  per  year, 
rents  from  $379  to  $439/mo. 

10  apts.  for  households  with  incomes* 
between  $20,100  & $41,460  per  year  . 
rents  from  $632  to  $81 1/mo. 

• Indoor,  access  controlled  parking 

• To  quality  kitchen  appliance  package 

• Wall-to-wall  carpeting 

• Community  room 

• On-site  professional  owner-management 

• Close  to  shopping,  schools  and  transportation 


Send  your  written  requests  for  applications  by  the  deadline 
date  of  July  6,  1995  to  the  following  address: 
(Through  Regular  Mail  Only) 

RELATED  MANAGEMENT  CO. 

P.O.  BOX  423948 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94142 

♦Actual  income  limits  are  based  on  family  size. 

Rents  do  not  include  utilities 

AN  EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


J 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  Leaver 


WAKAWAKA 

Sam  Mangwana  is  one  of  the 
greatest  contemporary  singers  to  emerge 
from  Central  Africa.  He  was  born  in  Kin- 
shasa, then  called  Leopoldville,  to  an  An- 
golan father  and  Congolese  mother.  His 
first  singing  experience  was  with  the  Sal- 
vation Army  Choir  but  by  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  was  singing  professionally  with 
one  of  the  top  Congolese  orchestras, 
Rochereau’s  African  Fiesta.  He  later  be- 
came a favorite  singer  with  Franco’s  clas- 
sic OK  Jazz  in  the  early  seventies.  Sam  had 
ambitions  to  sing  for  all  the  people  of 
Africa  so  he  struct  out  on  his  own. 

The  late  seventies  saw  Mangwana  in 
Abidjan,  Ivory  Coast,  the  economic  cen- 
ter of  francophone  Africa.  He  teamed  up 
with  some  great  Congolese  and  Antillean 
musicians  there  who  made  up  his  African 
All-Stars.  They  forged  a new  style  of 
African  pop  music  combining  elements  of 
"soukous,"  the  Congolese  standard,  "high- 
life,"  the  laid  back  popular  style  in 
Ghana/Nigeria,  and  Antillean  "biguine." 
He  set  up  his  own  record  label  and 
recorded  some  pan- African  smash  hits  in 
the  late  seventies.  The  first  two  record- 
ings, Maria  Tebbo  and  Waka  Waka.  are 
now  available  on  the  Stern’s  Africa  record 
label.  Along  with  those  songs,  which  were 
massive,  are  songs  celebrating 
Zimbabwe’s  independence,  Tchimurenga 
Zimbabwe,  and  a nod  to  Cameroun,  Ban  a 
ha  Cameroun.  These  songs  launched  his 
career  which  would  see  him  become  a star 
in  both  francophone  and  anglophone 
West  Africa,  Central  Africa  and  East 
Africa. 

Mangwana  went  to  Mozambique  in 


the  early  eighties  and  cut  a song  called 
"vamos  para  o campo"  in  Portuguese  in 
support  of  Samora  Machel’s  Frelimo 
government.  In  the  hands  of  ace 
producer,  Ibrahim  Sylla,  he  cut  a record, 
Alacjji.  that  featured  Congolese,  South 
African,  and  West  African  elements  and 
even  a merengue.  More  recently  his 
album  Rnmha  Music  (also  on  the  Stem’s 
label)  featured  members  of  the  Fania  All 
Stars  in  addition  to  top  Zairian  musicians; 
on  that  album  he  sings  a tribute  to  Senegal 
and  a mournful  ballad  to  Angola.  On  most 
of  his  records  he  sings  in  a variety  of  lan- 
guages including  Lingala,  French,  Por- 
tuguese, English,  and  Spanish.  He  is,  as  he 
calls  himself,  "L’Intemational  Sam 
Mangwana." 

ROUND  WORLD  SUMMER  HITS 

Baaba  Maal  Finn*  in  Fouta-  The 

singer  from  Senengal  whose  voice  soars  to 
the  sky  like  a bird  shows  us  his  internation- 
al style.  From  funk  to  salsa  to  traditional 
West  African  "griot"  music  to  house  to 
jazz— it’s  all  there  somewhere.  Sophisti- 
cated and  modern,  yet  deeply  rooted. 

CARNEVALE  CAR1BE-  A superb 
collection  recorded  in  Germany  as 
promotion  for  a world  music  festival 
featuring  killer  cuts  from  Colombia, 
Cuba,  Dominican  Republic,  Jamaica, 
Trinidad  and  Haiti. 

D’Gary  and  Tihe  Horombe-  This 
master  acoustic  guitarist  from  Madagas- 
car, an  island  off  the  southeast  coast  of 
Africa,  explores  some  of  his  country’s 
diverse  rhythms  and  styles  with  his  neo- 
traditional  group . 

Isaac  Delgado  & Adalberto  Alvarez- 
A collaboration  between  one  of  Cuba’s 
most  loved  popular  singers  and  band 
leader.  This  CD  was  recorded  in 
Venezuela  and  while  it  showcases  some 
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OFFICE  SUPPORT 

SERVICES 

Fully  bilingual 
support  services 
( English  & Spanish ) to  meet 
your  office,  business 
or  personal  needs ! 


Secretarial 
Word  Processing 
Tape  Transcriptions 
Resumes 
Translations 


Bilingual  Typesetting  • 
Computer  Support  • 
Forms  FHI-out  • 
FAX  • 
Notary  Public  • 

3362  - 24th  St. 
(Between  Bartlett  & 
Valencia  Sts.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415) 824-4418 
FAX  285-5731 


"romantica"  music  several  tunes  have  very 
punchy  arrangements--"salseros"  will  love 
it. 

Vocal  Sampling  Una  Forma  Mas- 

Everybody  should  hear  this  amazing 
Cuban  acapella  vocal  group.  They  can  do 
it  all  from  do-wop,  to  classic  son,  and- 
believe  it  or  not-even  rumba.  You’ll 
swear  that  there  is  an  upright  bass  and 
clave  in  there  but  they  do  it  all  with  only 
their  voices. 

Vefr  Brazil-  From  the  vaults  of  the 
large  music  corporation  EMI  comes  a 
suprisingly  good  compilation  largely  of 
afro-Brazilian  music  from  Bahia.  Featur- 
ing some  of  the  top  groups  like  Ara  Ketu 
and  Banda  Reflexus  as  well  as  the  great 
singers  Clara  Nunes  and  Marisa  Monte. 
The  package  also  contains  some  great  pic- 
tures and  good  notes. 

Latcho  Prom-  This  CD  is  the 
soundtrack  to  the  superb  film  that  docu- 
mented the  historical  travels  of  the  gyp- 
sies from  their  origins  in  Rajasthan,  India, 
to  the  Nile  in  Egypt  and  Turkey,  into  East- 
ern Europe  to  Southern  France  and 
Spain.  An  excellent  historical  document 
which  contains  some  musical  gems. 

Duquende  y la  guitarra  de  Tomatito- 
A contemporary  flamenco  CD  featuring  a 
singer  who  sounds  like  the  reincarnation 


of  Camaron  together  with  one  of  the  more 
prolific  young  guitarists.  Many  songs  are 
full  of  suprises  such  as  the  saxophone  that 
comes  in  towards  the  end  of  the  first  cut 
and  takes  the  song  away. 

Bally  Sagoo  Bollywood-  This  is  the 
latest  CD,  apparently  to  accompany  a 
movie,  by  the  great  Indian  bhangra  mix- 
master  out  of  Birmingham,  England. 
Strictly  thick  fat  club  beats  here  with 
quirky  touches  including  some  classical 
Indian  vocals.  You  could  blow  your 
woofer  on  this  one,  so  be  careful. 

Big  Noise-  This  collection  comes  from 
the  Mam  bo  Inn  in  Brixton,  London-  an 
amazing  and  unique  club  where  African, 
Latin,  Caribbean,  Funk,  and  Soul  is  mixed 
every  weekend.  A good  sampler  that  they 
are  calling  "World  Jazz  Jive"  featuring  the 
well-known  mixed  with  the  obscure— 
you’re  bound  to  find  something  you  like 
here. 

And,  of  course,  as  reviewed  in  last 
month’s  column  are  the  two  superb 
records  by  out  local  Latin  bands.  Both 
Conjunto  Cespedes  Vlvito  v Colenndn 
and  the  new  John  Santos  & Machete  En- 
semble are  records  that  get  better  the 
more  you  hear  them.  Oye! 
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You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 


NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 
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BORED  ON  THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY 


PART  ONE 

As  you  might  guess,  the  fourth  of 
July  is  not  my  favorite  holiday.  It’s  like 
Cousin  Mike  Keriotis,  the  Kent  State 
kid,  says  in  a song  lyric:  "Beer-drinkers 
and  firecrackers,  that’s  all  the  fourth  of 
July  means  to  me  now... " 

I can  stand  the  beer-drinking,  but 
the  firecrackers  give  me  a headache  - 

even  if  they  are  an  ironic  foreshadowing 
of  gunfire  in  the  streets.  The  noisy 
excitement  of  the  Ajnerican  tribe  gives 
me  a headache,  even  if  I am  (1  suppose) 
a part  of  that  tribe. 

"Whatsamatta,  Deadbeat,  you  don’t 
love  this  country?" 

Sure  I love  this  country.  I love  its 
mountains,  rivers,  trees,  fields,  beaches, 
skies.  I even  love  its  people  --  in  the 
abstract,  like,  when  they  don’t  bug  me 
with  their  damned  firecrackers. 


1 don’t  love  the  destruction  and/or 
poisoning  of  all  the  aforementioned  by 
greedy  corporations  who  don’t  give  a 
damn  about  this  country,  its  land  or  its 
people;  who  care  not  a whit  even  for  the 
generation  of  their  own  grandchildren, 
but  only  for  the  next  fiscal  quarter.  I 
also  don’t  love  the  world-wide  export  of 
this  spiritual  sterility  and  moral 
bankruptcy  under  the  guise  of 
"freedom"  (though  communism,  the 
monocorporate  "alternative",  was  even 
worse). 

At  a time  when  one  corporation  is 
about  to  raze  some  of  the  last  remaining 
ancient  forests  in  California  to  make  up, 
on  paper,  what  it  lost  on  junk  bonds; 
when  70%  of  the  resources  allocated  to 
the  "War  On  Drugs"  arc  being  used  noi 
to  fight  crack  and  halt  the  destruction  of 
the  black  community,  but  rather  to 
implement  a policy  of  "zero  tolerance" 
towards  marijuana  and  the  tenuously 
lingering  spirit  of  the  60’s  (an  this  by  a 
largely  alcoholic,  emotionally 
dysfunctional  culture);  when  freedom 
means  that  artists  and  musicians  must 
live  in  fear  of  arrest  for  "obscenity" 
while  fundamentalist  pinheads  are 
allowed  to  harrass  women  outside  the 
offices  of  Planned  Parenthood;  when 
even  the  Democrats,  supposedly  the 
"party  of  the  people",  can  do  nothing 
but  howl  for  more  prisons,  more 
executions  --  at  a time  like  this,  what 
issue  do  I see  the  Washingtonian 
pundits  courting?  What  vital  legislation 
do  I hear  debated  on  the  television 
news? 

An  amendment  to  outlaw 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  2&5-9900 



] Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

611  Florida  Street  (Near  18th  St.) 
S.F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-8588 

VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 

LOVE  YOUR  VW? 

WANNA  KEEP  IT  ALIVE? 

WE  OFFER  YOU  THREE  POSSIBILITIES 

• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics 
with  a combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair 
experience 

• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  "do  it  yourself" 
plan.  Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to 
work,  the  tools  you  need,  and  the  technical 
advice  to  get  the  job  done 

We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes 

► A VW  Repair  Class  specifically  for  learning 
about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women 

You  can  see  that  we  have  all  bases  cov- 
ered We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  In 
any  of  the  directions  you  choose 

San  Francisco  Auto  Repair  Center 
services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 
SMOG 

INSPECTION 


FREE  BRAKE  & 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
($22  VALUE) 


$10  OFF 
OIL  CHANGE 


flag-burning!  Flag-burning!  The 
setting  fire  to  a piece  of  cloth,  a symbol. 

Whenever  people  start  getting  too 
excited  about  a symbol,  it’s  a sure  sign 
that  there  is  deep  anxiety,  doubt  - even 
cynicism,  on  the  part  of  leaders  --  about 
what  is  (or  is  not)  behind  that  symbol. 

When  people  wage  holy  wars  in  the 
name  of  their  god,  it  means  that  they 
have  lost  sight  of  that  god.  When 
Americans  wrap  themselves  in  their 
flag,  it  means  that  they  have  slopped 
appealing  to  the  highest  principles  and 
motives  ot  the  nation,  and  have  sunk  to 
the  level  of  mere  tribalism.  (Tribalism, 
it  has  been  cynically  reasoned,  gets 
votes  --  as  do  most  appeals  to  the  lowest 
denominators  of  common  intelligence, 
such  as  fear  and  prejudice.) 

PART  TWO 

"As  long  as  there  are  still  people 
who  believe  that  nationalism,  militarism 
and  tribalism  are  good  things,  there  will 
be  no  peace  in  the  world." 

Such  was  my  meditation  last  fourth 
of  July,  as  I sat  alone  in  my  anarchic 
apartment,  in  the  lotus  position,  with 
the  rancid,  cheesy  stench  of  unwashed 
swealsocks  wafting  up  to  me  from  both 
feet  like  the  olfactory  effulgence  of  twin 
incense  bowls.  Such  was  the  thought  I 
tried  to  hold  steady  in  my  mind,  against 
the  incessant  crepitations  of 
innumerable  firecrackers  being  lit  by 
small  boys  and  hooligans  outside. 

Very  soon,  my  head  began  to  throb, 
until  it  became  impossible  to  shut  out 
the  sounds  of  several  parlies  --  several 
back-yard  barbecues  --  going  on  near 
my  building.  Soon,  the  smell  of  roasting 
weenies  and  burgers  invaded  my 
cloister,  waking  various  and  sundry 
appetites... 


I went  into  the  kitchen,  found  a few 
kernels  of  uncooked  rice  on  the  stove, 
ate  those,  looked  in  the  pantry  and 
disturbed  two  rats  who  were  vigorously 
coupling.  I wandered  back  into  my 
bedroom,  feeling  morose,  wondering 
what  to  do  next. 

1 couldn’t  call  any  of  my  "rad" 
friends  --  they  were  both  out  of  town. 
(One  was  attending  the  funeral  of  the 
other,  in  fact.)  I couldn't  wander 
nonchelantly  into  the  neighbors’  yard 
and  crash  their  barbecue  - not  after  last 
year,  when  (I  am  told)  I burned  their 
flag  and  shaved  an  anarchist  symbol  on 
the  side  of  their  dog. 

I sighed,  settled  back  on  the  futon, 
lit  the  wrong  end  of  my  last  cigarette. 
Damn!  The  firecrackers  were  popping 
off  outside  like  a guerrilla  gun  battle,  to 
a counterpoint  of  beery  voices  talking, 
laughing,  even  singing.  Damn  them,  1 
thought,  as  someone  played  a Bruce 
Springsteen  tape  on  a Japanese  ghetto- 
blaster.  Damn  the  whole  mindless 
bloody  herd  of  them. 

Suddenly  the  phone  rang.  I ran  to 
answer  it. 

"Yo  Deadbeat!  Mr.  Rebel!  What’s 
up?" 

It  was  an  old  "non-rad"  friend  I’d 
forgotten  about,  whom  I hadn’t  heard 
from  in  months. 

"Wc’rc  havin’  a barbecue  and 
watchin’  the  game  at  my  house.  Wanna 
come?" 

He  didn’t  have  to  ask  me  twice. 

Before  I got  to  the  party,  i stopped 
at  an  Iranian  liquor  store  and  bought  a 
12-pack  of  beer,  to  bring  me  honor  and 
prestige  among  the  tribe  --  Budweiser, 
of  course,  in  the  traditional  red,  while 
and  blue  cans. 

Go  Giants. 


UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 


Tacos-Bunitos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-FIautas 

OPEN  MON-THURS  10AM  TO  11PM 
FRI  & SAT  10AM  TO  12  PM,  SUN  10AM  TO  10PM 


TOFU  BURRITOS 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAN 

FOOD  TO  GO 
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FRAMING  SHOP 


934  VALENCIA  ST., 

(Bet.  20th  & 21st  Sts.) 

San  Francisco 
(415)  826-2321 


1722  POLK  ST., 

(AT  CLAY) 

San  Francisco 
(415)  885-1376 


Buy  any  8x10  or  larger  ready  made  frame 
and  get  a FREE  5x7  frame 

(includes  glass  & backing) 

NOT  GOOD  WITH  OTHER  OFFERS  • MUST  PRESENT  THIS  AD 
OFFER  EXPIRES  JULY  31. 1995 
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BACK  TO  THE  PICTURE 


INSTANT  FRAMING 
WHOLE  SALE  METAL  FRAMES 
DO-IT-YOURSELF  FRAMING 


PRESENTS:  "LATIN  AMERICAN  ARTISTS  GROUP  SHOW' 
ENRIQUE  CHAGOYA,  CLAUDIA  BERNARDI, 
VICTOR  CARTAGENA,  OTTO  ROJAS  AND  10  OTHERS 
JULY  22-AUGUST  22  RECEPTION  JULY  22  5-8  PM 


COME  BY  AND  VISIT  OUR  NEW 
LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

934  VALENCIA  ST.,  AT  20TH  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  415-826-2321 
FREE  ADMISSION  TO  ALL  EVENTS 


CUSTOM  FRAMING 


CUSTOM  FRAMING  & GALLERY 
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| ai  wi*  MEXICAN  GRILLS  I 

1 ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER  | 


1 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 
Tjf  431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 


